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Life on Perseus's island of Serifos hangs in a precarious state
of balance - the legacy of war - but his own routines are
relaxed and calm. However, a beautiful stranger arrives and
shatters the peace for everyone. Perseus is smitten, but
others are suspicious, for Andromeda has a unique and
potentially powerful gift. But she also has a harsh destiny to
fulfil. She must die to save her people, and a stunning, wordchanging discovery will die with her - unless Perseus
abandons all his beliefs to confront the horror of the Medusa
quest. In a mesmerising novel which combines Ann Halam's
own skilful blend of magic realism with the rich otherwordly
power of a favourite Greek myth, this is a story of hope and
survival, and the sheer determination of two young people
against all the odds.
Detective Michael Palermo built his career on his unique
ability to inhabit two worlds at once: the world of law
enforcement and the underworld of New York’s crime family
organizations. Palermo participated in over two thousand
arrests while maintaining close relationships with the kingpins
of organized crime—ties that allowed him to stay one step
ahead of the rest of the New York City Police Department.
This true crime drama takes you inside the police force at its
most corrupt and into the dark and dirty world of dons,
consiglieres, underbosses, button men, soldiers, and
cowboys.
“A comprehensive account of the legendary 1978 heist . . .
impressive.” —Publishers Weekly The crime that inspired the
movie Goodfellas. The rest of story that couldn’t be told—until
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now. One of the biggest scores in Mafia history, the
Lufthansa Airlines heist of 1978 has become the stuff of Mafia
legend—and a decades-long investigation that continues to
this day. Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Anthony DeStefano
sheds new light on this legendary unsolved case using recent
evidence from the 2015 trial of eighty-year-old mafioso
Vincent Asaro, who for the first time speaks out on his role in
the fateful Lufthansa heist. This blistering you-are-there
account takes you behind the headlines and inside the ranks
of America’s infamous Mafia families—with never-before-told
stories, late-breaking news, and bombshell revelations:
Praise for ANTHONY M. DESTEFANO and His Acclaimed
Books “Thrilling American crime writing.” —Jimmy Breslin,
author of The Good Rat and winner of the Pulitzer Prize
“DeStefano is a master at cutting through the secrecy of the
Mafia hierarchy.” —Publishers Weekly “The best and last
word on the subject . . . DeStefano brings the story to life.”
—Jerry Capeci, creator of GangLandNews.com
The Dark Side is a dramatic, riveting, and definitive narrative
account of how the United States made self-destructive
decisions in the pursuit of terrorists around the
world—decisions that not only violated the Constitution, but
also hampered the pursuit of Al Qaeda. In spellbinding detail,
Jane Mayer relates the impact of these decisions by which
key players, namely Vice President Dick Cheney and his
powerful, secretive adviser David Addington, exploited
September 11 to further a long held agenda to enhance
presidential powers to a degree never known in U.S. history,
and obliterate Constitutional protections that define the very
essence of the American experiment. With a new afterward.
One of The New York Times 10 Best Books of the Year
National Bestseller National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist
A Best Book of the Year: Salon, Slate, The Economist, The
Washington Post, Cleveland Plain-Dealer
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What if co-incidences in our lives are nothing but a result of a
dice thrown by some higher being? What if, to the heavens,
our lives are nothing but rows of dominos ready to be put into
action? What if we all are mere pieces of pawns carefully
played upon by a cosmic chessmaster? 'That Thing About
You' is an uncommon story of a common man rejected in
love. This is a story of a man walking on the path of selfdiscovery. Subodh, a regular IT employee, is perceived as an
immature man by everyone, but he isn't bothered until his
love interest rejects him citing the same. Although dejected
and crestfallen, he soon befriends an unusual, mysterious
woman who knows everything about him and seems to have
all the answers. Soon, his life goes through a lot of
unexpected turns—from doubting his sanity and visiting a
psychologist to a failed arranged marriage attempt made by
his parents. Everything in his life seems to be in fast-forward
mode. One thing that does not change, however, is this
unusual “friend” of his who refuses to reveal her identity and
chooses to appear at her whim. Who is this mysterious
woman? Why is she prying into his life? Where will this
strange friendship lead him? Is some impending danger
awaiting Subodh or is it something else altogether?
“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the
moment I first started reading it, I knew it was going to be
incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime
reading experiences that you cherish forever. It inspired me
as a writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —Kevin
Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians Amy Tan’s beloved, New
York Times bestselling tale of mothers and daughters, now
the focus of a new documentary Amy Tan: Unintended
Memoir on Netflix Four mothers, four daughters, four families
whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent
immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum,
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play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss
and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather
than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their
spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for
something already lost. Or to prolong what was already
unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history
continue. With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the
sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection
between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her
secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings
become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or
despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as
they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties.
Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse
themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.
In October 2008, Mellissa Fung, a long-time reporter for
CBC’s The National, was leaving a refugee camp outside of
Kabul. Suddenly, she was grabbed by armed men claiming to
be Taliban, stabbed, stuffed into the back of a car and driven
off into the desert. When the group finally reached a village in
the middle of nowhere, her kidnappers pushed her towards a
hole in the ground. For twenty-eight days, Mellissa Fung lived
in that hole, which was barely big enough to stand up or lie
down in, nursing her injuries, praying, writing in her notebook
and, as a veteran journalist, interrogating her own captors.
Under an Afghan Sky is the gripping tale of Fung’s days in
captivity, and a powerful book about survival and the
indomitable spirit of one woman in the most perilous of
circumstances.
“Engaging. . . a remarkably candid account. . . Succeeding
as a centrist in public life these days can be an almost
impossible task. But centrism in law enforcement may be the
most delicate challenge of all. Bratton’s ability to practice it
was a startling phenomenon.” –New York Times Book
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Review The epic, transformative career of Bill Bratton,
legendary police commissioner and police reformer, in
Boston, Los Angeles, and New York When Bill Bratton
became a Boston street cop after his return from serving in
Vietnam, he was dismayed by the corrupt old guard, and it is
fair to say the old guard was dismayed by him, too. But his
success fighting crime could not be denied. Propelled by
extraordinary results, Bratton had a dazzling rise, and
ultimately a dazzling career, becoming the most famous
police commissioner of modern times. The Profession is the
story of that career in full. Everywhere he went, Bratton
slashed crime rates and professionalized the vocation of the
cop. He and his team created the revolutionary program
CompStat, the Big Bang of modern data-driven policing. But
his career has not been without controversy, and central to
the reckoning of The Profession is the fundamental crisis of
relations between the Black community and law enforcement;
a crisis he now believes has been inflamed by the unforeseen
consequences of some well-intentioned policies. Building
trust between a police force and the community it is sworn to
protect is in many ways, Bratton argues, the first task--without
genuine trust in law enforcement to do what is right, little else
is possible. The Profession is both a searching examination of
the path of policing over the past fifty years, for good and also
for ill, and a master class in transformative leadership. Bill
Bratton was never brought into a police department to
maintain the status quo; wherever he went--from Boston in
the '80s to the New York Police Department in the '90s to Los
Angeles after the beating of Rodney King to New York again
in the era of unchecked stop-and-frisk--root-and-branch
reinvention was the order of the day and he met the
challenge. There are few other positions on Earth in which lifeand-death stakes combine with intense public scrutiny and
turbulent political crosswinds as they do for the police chief of
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a major American city, even more so after counterterrorism
entered the mix in the twenty-first century. Now more than
ever, when the role of the police in society is under a
microscope like never before, Bill Bratton's authority on the
subject of improving law enforcement is profoundly useful. A
riveting combination of cop stories and community
involvement, The Profession presents not only a fascinating
and colorful life at the heights of law-enforcement leadership,
but the vision for the future of American policing that we
sorely need.

After spending two years at a prison school, thirteen-yearold Sloe sets off on a trek across frozen wastelands,
tending to the secret "seeds" of wild animals her mother
left in her care, trying to reach a new life for all of them.
This true story of an epic courtroom showdown, where
two of the nation's largest corporations were accused of
causing the deaths of children from water contamination,
was a #1 national bestseller and winner of the National
Book Critics Circle Award. Described as “a page-turner
filled with greed, duplicity, heartache, and bare-knuckle
legal brinksmanship by The New York Times, A Civil
Action is the searing, compelling tale of a legal system
gone awry—one in which greed and power fight an
unending struggle against justice. Yet it is also the story
of how one man can ultimately make a difference.
Representing the bereaved parents, the unlikeliest of
heroes emerges: a young, flamboyant Porsche-driving
lawyer who hopes to win millions of dollars and ends up
nearly losing everything, including his sanity. With an
unstoppable narrative power reminiscent of Truman
Capote’s In Cold Blood, A Civil Action is an
unforgettable reading experience that will leave the
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reader both shocked and enlightened. A Civil Action was
made into a movie starring John Travolta and Robert
Duvall.
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading
journalist and social critic Christopher Hitchens offers a
startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our
Founding Father. Situating Jefferson within the context of
America's evolution and tracing his legacy over the past
two hundred years, Hitchens brings the character of
Jefferson to life as a man of his time and also as a
symbolic figure beyond it. Conflicted by power, Jefferson
wrote the Declaration of Independence and acted as
Minister to France yet yearned for a quieter career in the
Virginia legislature. Predicting that slavery would shape
the future of America's development, this professed
proponent of emancipation elided the issue in the
Declaration and continued to own human property. An
eloquent writer, he was an awkward public speaker; a
reluctant candidate, he left an indelible presidential
legacy. Jefferson's statesmanship enabled him to
negotiate the Louisiana Purchase with France, doubling
the size of the nation, and he authorized the Lewis and
Clark expedition, opening up the American frontier for
exploration and settlement. Hitchens also analyzes
Jefferson's handling of the Barbary War, a lesser-known
chapter of his political career, when his attempt to end
the kidnapping and bribery of Americans by the Barbary
states, and the subsequent war with Tripoli, led to the
building of the U.S. navy and the fortification of
America's reputation regarding national defense. In the
background of this sophisticated analysis is a large
Page 7/30

Read Book The Snakehead An Epic Tale Of The
Chinatown Underworld And The American Dream
historical drama: the fledgling nation's struggle for
independence, formed in the crucible of the eighteenthcentury Enlightenment, and, in its shadow, the
deformation of that struggle in the excesses of the
French Revolution. This artful portrait of a formative
figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone
interested in American history -- or in the ambiguities of
human nature.
From CNN chief legal analyst and bestselling author
Jeffrey Toobin, a real-life legal thriller about the
prosecutors and congressional investigators pursuing the
truth about Donald Trump's complicity in several
crimes--and why they failed. Donald Trump's campaign
chairman went to jail. So did his personal lawyer. His
long-time political consigliere was convicted of serious
federal crimes, and his national security advisor pled
guilty to others. Several Russian spies were indicted in
absentia. Career intelligence agents and military officers
were alarmed enough by the president's actions that
they alerted senior government officials and ignited the
impeachment process. Yet despite all this, a years-long
inquiry led by special counsel Robert Mueller, and the
third impeachment of a president in American history,
Donald Trump survived to run for re-election. Why?
Jeffrey Toobin's highly entertaining definitive account of
the Mueller investigation and the impeachment of the
president takes readers behind the scenes of the epic
legal and political struggle to call Trump to account for
his misdeeds. With his superb storytelling and analytic
skills Toobin recounts all the mind-boggling twists and
turns in the case--Trump's son met with a Russian
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operative promising Kremlin support! Trump paid a porn
star $130,000 to hush up an affair! Rudy Giuliani and a
pair of shady Ukrainian-American businessmen got the
Justice Department to look at Russian-created
conspiracy theories! Toobin shows how Trump's canny
lawyers used Mueller's famous integrity against him, and
how Trump's bullying and bluster cowed Republican
legislators into ignoring the clear evidence of the
impeachment hearings. Based on dozens of interviews
with prosecutors in Mueller's office, Trump's legal team,
Congressional investigators, White House staffers, and
several of the key players, including some who are now
in prison, True Crimes and Misdemeanors is a revelatory
narrative that makes sense of the seemingly endless
chaos of the Trump years. Filled with never-beforereported details of the high-stakes legal battles and
political machinations, the book weaves a tale of a rogue
president guilty of historic misconduct, and how he got
away with it.
A mesmerizing true story of money, murder, gambling,
prostitution, and opium in a "wild ramble around
Chinatown in its darkest days." (The New Yorker)
Nothing had worked. Not threats or negotiations, not
shutting down the betting parlors or opium dens, not
house-to-house searches or throwing Chinese offenders
into prison. Not even executing them. The New York DA
was running out of ideas and more people were dying
every day as the weapons of choice evolved from
hatchets and meat cleavers to pistols, automatic
weapons, and even bombs. Welcome to New York
City’s Chinatown in 1925. The Chinese in turn-of-thePage 9/30
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last-century New York were mostly immigrant peasants
and shopkeepers who worked as laundrymen, cigar
makers, and domestics. They gravitated to lower
Manhattan and lived as Chinese an existence as
possible, their few diversions—gambling, opium, and
prostitution—available but, sadly, illegal. It didn’t take
long before one resourceful merchant saw a golden
opportunity to feather his nest by positioning himself
squarely between the vice dens and the police charged
with shutting them down. Tong Wars is historical true
crime set against the perfect landscape: Tammany-era
New York City. Representatives of rival tongs (secret
societies) corner the various markets of sin using
admirably creative strategies. The city government was
already corrupt from top to bottom, so once one tong
began taxing the gambling dens and paying off the
authorities, a rival, jealously eyeing its lucrative
franchise, co-opted a local reformist group to help
eliminate it. Pretty soon Chinese were slaughtering one
another in the streets, inaugurating a succession of wars
that raged for the next thirty years. Scott D. Seligman’s
account roars through three decades of turmoil, with
characters ranging from gangsters and drug lords to
reformers and do-gooders to judges, prosecutors, cops,
and pols of every stripe and color. A true story set in
Prohibition-era Manhattan a generation after Gangs of
New York, but fought on the very same turf.
"American Mirror is award-winning photographer Philip
Montgomery's dramatic chronicle of the United States at
a time of profound change. Through his intimate and
powerful reporting and a signature black-and-white style,
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Montgomery reveals the fault lines in American society,
from police violence and the opioid addiction crisis to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the demonstrations in support
of Black lives"-Traces the story of illegal Chinese immigrant Cheng Chui
Ping, who built a multimillion-dollar human-smuggling
conglomerate with direct links to a violent Chinatown
gang, an organization that was exposed by New York's
fabled "Jade Squad" and the FBI twelve years before
Ping's conviction.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. The unbelievable
true story of the man who built a billion-dollar online drug
empire from his bedroom—and almost got away with it In
2011, a twenty-six-year-old libertarian programmer
named Ross Ulbricht launched the ultimate free market:
the Silk Road, a clandestine Web site hosted on the Dark
Web where anyone could trade anything—drugs, hacking
software, forged passports, counterfeit cash,
poisons—free of the government’s watchful eye. It
wasn’t long before the media got wind of the new Web
site where anyone—not just teenagers and weed dealers
but terrorists and black hat hackers—could buy and sell
contraband detection-free. Spurred by a public outcry,
the federal government launched an epic two-year
manhunt for the site’s elusive proprietor, with no leads,
no witnesses, and no clear jurisdiction. All the
investigators knew was that whoever was running the
site called himself the Dread Pirate Roberts. The Silk
Road quickly ballooned into $1.2 billion enterprise, and
Ross embraced his new role as kingpin. He enlisted a
loyal crew of allies in high and low places, all as addicted
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to the danger and thrill of running an illegal marketplace
as their customers were to the heroin they sold. Through
his network he got wind of the target on his back and
took drastic steps to protect himself—including ordering a
hit on a former employee. As Ross made plans to
disappear forever, the Feds raced against the clock to
catch a man they weren’t sure even existed, searching
for a needle in the haystack of the global Internet.
Drawing on exclusive access to key players and two
billion digital words and images Ross left behind, Vanity
Fair correspondent and New York Times bestselling
author Nick Bilton offers a tale filled with twists and turns,
lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It’s a story of
the boy next door’s ambition gone criminal, spurred on
by the clash between the new world of libertarianleaning, anonymous, decentralized Web advocates and
the old world of government control, order, and the rule
of law. Filled with unforgettable characters and capped
by an astonishing climax, American Kingpin might be
dismissed as too outrageous for fiction. But it’s all too
real.
How does our government eavesdrop? Whom do they
eavesdrop on? And is the interception of communication an
effective means of predicting and preventing future attacks?
These are some of the questions at the heart of Patrick
Radden Keefe’s brilliant new book, Chatter. In the late
1990s, when Keefe was a graduate student in England, he
heard stories about an eavesdropping network led by the
United States that spanned the planet. The system, known as
Echelon, allowed America and its allies to intercept the
private phone calls and e-mails of civilians and governments
around the world. Taking the mystery of Echelon as his point
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of departure, Keefe explores the nature and context of
communications interception, drawing together fascinating
strands of history, fresh investigative reporting, and riveting,
eye-opening anecdotes. The result is a bold and distinctive
book, part detective story, part travel-writing, part essay on
paranoia and secrecy in a digital age. Chatter starts out at
Menwith Hill, a secret eavesdropping station covered in
mysterious, gargantuan golf balls, in England’s Yorkshire
moors. From there, the narrative moves quickly to another
American spy station hidden in the Australian outback; from
the intelligence bureaucracy in Washington to the European
Parliament in Brussels; from an abandoned National Security
Agency base in the mountains of North Carolina to the
remote Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia. As Keefe
chases down the truth of contemporary surveillance by
intelligence agencies, he unearths reams of little-known
information and introduces us to a rogue’s gallery of
unforgettable characters. We meet a former British
eavesdropper who now listens in on the United States Air
Force for sport; an intelligence translator who risked prison to
reveal an American operation to spy on the United Nations
Security Council; a former member of the Senate committee
on intelligence who says that oversight is so bad, a lot of
senators only sit on the committee for the travel. Provocative,
often funny, and alarming without being alarmist, Chatter is a
journey through a bizarre and shadowy world with vast
implications for our security as well as our privacy. It is also
the debut of a major new voice in nonfiction.
In this thrilling panorama of real-life events, Patrick Radden
Keefe investigates a secret world run by a surprising criminal:
a charismatic middle-aged grandmother, who from a tiny
noodle shop in New York’s Chinatown managed a multimillion dollar business smuggling people. Keefe reveals the
inner workings of Sister Ping’s complex empire and recounts
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the decade-long FBI investigation that eventually brought her
down. He follows an often incompetent and sometimes
corrupt INS as it pursues desperate immigrants risking
everything to come to America, and along the way, he paints
a stunning portrait of a generation of illegal immigrants and
the intricate underground economy that sustains and exploits
them. Grand in scope yet propulsive in narrative force, The
Snakehead is both a kaleidoscopic crime story and a brilliant
exploration of the ironies of immigration in America.
“Lavers keeps his intellectual detective story passionate and
suspenseful.” — Washington Post Book World From Biblical
stories about virgins to adventures with Harry Potter, unicorns
have enchanted people for millennia. In the endlessly
fascinating The Natural History of Unicorns, author Chris
Lavers ingeniously traces the legend of this mysterious
creature to the real people, places, and animals that have
influenced its story.
“One of the finest poets of the last fifty years.” —Salt to the
Nth, like the truth of an ending unskeined across the crust of
the white field. Though it happened only once, I am sending
the thought of the thought continuing. To return to the field
before the mowing. When a goldfinch swayed on a blue stem
stalk, and the wind and the sun stirred the hay. —from “After
the Mowing” Cinder: New and Selected Poems gathers for
the first time poetry from across Susan Stewart’s thirty-fiveyear career, including many extraordinary new poems. From
brief songs to longer meditative sequences, and always with
formal innovation and exquisite precision, Stewart evokes the
innocence of childhood, the endangered mysteries of the
natural world, and deeply felt perceptions, both acute and
shared. “Stewart explores our insatiable desire to remember
and make meaning out of this remembering,” Ange Mlinko
writes in The Nation. “Stewart’s elegiac bent has broadened,
over time, from the personal lyric . . . to what might be called
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the cultural lyric. Fewer and fewer of her poems reference
what she alone remembers; they are about what you and I
remember.” Reading across this retrospective collection is a
singular experience of seeing the unfolding development of
one of the most ingenious and moving lyric writers in
contemporary poetry.
Set primarily in Pakistan, these award-winning stories follow
people living on the brink of abandonment - in their personal
relationships and their place in the world. A mother, coping
with the sudden death of her son, uncovers long buried
secrets in his absence. An anguished girl grabs a chance for
a life beyond the orphanage walls where she lives and
discovers the price of freedom. A young couple tries to keep
their fraught relationship steady as a heat wave engulfs their
city. A son returns to visit his ageing parents while beset with
memories of a troubled childhood. And two thieves find
themselves in a situation more precarious by the minute, and
more dangerous than their original mission. Farah Ali's debut
collection of thirteen stories, People Want to Live features
stories of togetherness and reckless faith in the face of a
world that's built to break us. Her characters mount battle with
loneliness and in their fight reveal surprising vulnerabilities
and an astonishing measure of hope.
From the beginnings of big-city police work to the rise of the
Mafia, Rogues' Gallery is a colorful and captivating history of
crime and punishment in the bustling streets of Old New York.
Rogues' Gallery is a sweeping, epic tale of two revolutions,
one feeding off the other, that played out on the streets of
New York City during an era known as the Gilded Age. For
centuries, New York had been a haven of crime. A thief or
murderer not caught in the act nearly always got away. But in
the early 1870s, an Irish cop by the name of Thomas Byrnes
developed new ways to catch criminals. Mug shots and daily
lineups helped witnesses point out culprits; the famed rogues'
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gallery allowed police to track repeat offenders; and the thirddegree interrogation method induced recalcitrant crooks to
confess. Byrnes worked cases methodically, interviewing
witnesses, analyzing crime scenes, and developing theories
that helped close the books on previously unsolvable crimes.
Yet as policing became ever more specialized and efficient,
crime itself began to change. Robberies became bolder and
more elaborate, murders grew more ruthless and macabre,
and the street gangs of old transformed into hierarchal
criminal enterprises, giving birth to organized crime, including
the Mafia. As the decades unfolded, corrupt cops and clever
criminals at times blurred together, giving way to waves of
police reform at the hands of men like Theodore Roosevelt.
This is a tale of unforgettable characters: Marm Mandelbaum,
a matronly German-immigrant woman who paid off cops and
politicians to protect her empire of fencing stolen goods;
"Clubber" Williams, a sadistic policeman who wielded a
twenty-six-inch club against suspects, whether they were
guilty or not; Danny Driscoll, the murderous leader of the Irish
Whyos Gang and perhaps the first crime boss of New York;
Big Tim Sullivan, the corrupt Tammany Hall politician who
shielded the Whyos from the law; the suave Italian Paul Kelly
and the thuggish Jewish gang leader Monk Eastman, whose
rival crews engaged in brawls and gunfights all over the
Lower East Side; and Joe Petrosino, a Sicilian-born detective
who brilliantly pursued early Mafioso and Black Hand
extortionists until a fateful trip back to his native Italy. Set
against the backdrop of New York's Gilded Age, with its
extremes of plutocratic wealth, tenement poverty, and rising
social unrest, Rogues' Gallery is a fascinating story of the
origins of modern policing and organized crime in an eventful
era with echoes for our own time.
While working with the Australian Secret Service on a
dangerous mission, teenaged spy Alex Rider uncovers
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information about his parents.
In his widely anticipated memoir, Ai Weiwei--one of the
world's most famous artists and activists--tells a century-long
epic tale of China through the story of his own extraordinary
life and the legacy of his father, Ai Qing, the nation's most
celebrated poet. Hailed as "the most important artist working
today" by the Financial Times and as "an eloquent and
unsilenceable voice of freedom" by The New York Times, Ai
Weiwei has written a sweeping memoir that presents a
remarkable history of China over the last 100 years while
illuminating his artistic process. Once an intimate of Mao
Zedong, Ai Weiwei's father was branded a rightist during the
Cultural Revolution, and he and his family were banished to a
desolate place known as "Little Siberia," where Ai Qing was
sentenced to hard labor cleaning public toilets. Ai Weiwei
recounts his childhood in exile, and his difficult decision to
leave his family to study art in America, where he befriended
Allen Ginsberg and was inspired by Andy Warhol. With
candor and wit, he details his return to China and his rise
from artistic unknown to art world superstar and international
human rights activist--and how his work has been shaped by
living under a totalitarian regime. Ai Weiwei's sculptures and
installations have been viewed by millions around the globe,
and his architectural achievements include helping to design
the iconic Bird's Nest Olympic Stadium in Beijing. His political
activism has long made him a target of the Chinese
authorities, which culminated in months of secret detention
without charge in 2011. Here, for the first time, Ai Weiwei
explores the origins of his exceptional creativity and
passionate political beliefs through his own life story and that
of his father, whose own creativity was stifled. At once
ambitious and intimate, 1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows
offers a deep understanding of the myriad forces that have
shaped modern China, and serves as a timely reminder of the
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urgent need to protect freedom of expression.

5 young men. 32 destroyed police vehicles. 1
spectacular bank robbery. This “cinematic” true crime
story transports readers to the scene of one of the most
shocking bank heists in U.S. history—a crime that’s
almost too wild to be real (The New York Times Book
Review). Norco ’80 tells the story of how five heavily
armed young men—led by an apocalyptic born–again
Christian—attempted a bank robbery that turned into one
of the most violent criminal events in U.S. history, forever
changing the face of American law enforcement. Part
action thriller and part courtroom drama, this Edgar
Award finalist for Best Fact Crime transports the reader
back to the Southern California of the 1970s, an era of
predatory evangelical gurus, doomsday predictions,
megachurches, and soaring crime rates, with the threat
of nuclear obliteration looming over it all. In this riveting
true story, a group of landscapers transforms into a
murderous gang of bank robbers armed to the teeth with
military–grade weapons. Their desperate getaway turns
the surrounding towns into war zones. And when it’s
over, three are dead and close to twenty wounded; a
police helicopter has been forced down from the sky, and
thirty–two police vehicles have been completely
demolished by thousands of rounds of ammo. The
resulting trial shakes the community to the core, raising
many issues that continue to plague society today: from
the epidemic of post–traumatic stress disorder within law
enforcement to religious extremism and the militarization
of local police forces.
Traces the story of illegal Chinese immigrant Cheng Chui
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Ping, who built a human smuggling conglomerate with
links to a violent Chinatown gang, an organization that
was exposed by New York's "Jade Squad" and the FBI
twelve years before Ping's conviction.
A biography of venture capitalist and entrepreneur Peter
Thiel, the enigmatic, controversial, and hugely influential
power broker who sits at the dynamic intersection of
tech, business, and politics A New York Times Book
Review Editors' Choice “Max Chafkin’s The Contrarian
is much more than a consistently shocking biography of
Peter Thiel, the most important investor in tech and a key
supporter of the Donald Trump presidency. It’s also a
disturbing history of Silicon Valley that will make you
reconsider the ideological foundations of America’s
relentless engine of creative destruction.”—Brad Stone,
author of The Everything Store and Amazon Unbound
Since the days of the dot-com bubble in the late 1990s,
no industry has made a greater impact on the world than
Silicon Valley. And few individuals have done more to
shape Silicon Valley than Peter Thiel. The billionaire
venture capitalist and entrepreneur has been a behindthe-scenes operator influencing countless aspects of our
contemporary way of life, from the technologies we use
every day to the delicate power balance between Silicon
Valley, Wall Street, and Washington. But despite his
power and the ubiquity of his projects, no public figure is
quite so mysterious. In the first major biography of Thiel,
Max Chafkin traces the trajectory of the innovator's
singular life and worldview, from his upbringing as the
child of immigrant parents and years at Stanford as a
burgeoning conservative thought leader to his founding
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of PayPal and Palantir, early investment in Facebook
and SpaceX, and relationships with fellow tech titans
Mark Zuckerberg, Elon Musk, and Eric Schmidt. The
Contrarian illuminates the extent to which Thiel has
sought to export his values to the corridors of power
beyond Silicon Valley, including funding the lawsuit that
destroyed the blog Gawker and strenuously backing farright political candidates, notably Donald Trump for
president in 2016. Eye-opening and deeply reported, The
Contrarian is a revelatory biography of a one-of-a-kind
leader and an incisive portrait of a tech industry whose
explosive growth and power is both thrilling and fraught
with controversy.
A Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times reporter
exposes the roots of the opioid epidemic at the hands of
Purdue Pharma and Raymond and Mortimer Sackler in
Pain Killer, a “timely, compelling, important” (The
Seattle Times) story of corporate greed and government
negligence. “Groundbreaking . . . Pain Killer is the
shocking account of the origins of today’s opioid
epidemic, the creators of this plague, and the way to help
stop it.”—Sam Quinones, author of Dreamland: The True
Tale of America’s Opiate Epidemic Between 1999 and
2017, an estimated 250,000 Americans died from
overdoses involving prescription painkillers, a plague
ignited by Purdue Pharma’s aggressive marketing of
OxyContin. Families, working class and wealthy, have
been torn apart, businesses destroyed, and public
officials pushed to the brink. Meanwhile, the
drugmaker’s owners, Raymond and Mortimer Sackler,
whose names adorn museums worldwide, made
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enormous fortunes from the commercial success of
OxyContin. In Pain Killer, Barry Meier tells the story of
how Purdue turned OxyContin into a billion-dollar
blockbuster. Powerful narcotic painkillers, or opioids,
were once used as drugs of last resort for pain sufferers.
But Purdue launched an unprecedented marketing
campaign claiming that the drug’s long-acting
formulation made it safer to use than traditional
painkillers for many types of pain. That illusion was
quickly shattered as drug abusers learned that crushing
an Oxy could release its narcotic payload all at once.
Even in its prescribed form, Oxy proved fiercely
addictive. As OxyContin’s use and abuse grew, Purdue
concealed what it knew from regulators, doctors, and
patients. Here are the people who profited from the crisis
and those who paid the price, those who plotted in
boardrooms and those who tried to sound alarm bells. A
country doctor in rural Virginia, Art Van Zee, took on
Purdue and warned officials about OxyContin abuse. An
ebullient high school cheerleader, Lindsey Myers, was
reduced to stealing from her parents to feed her
escalating Oxy habit. A hard-charging DEA official, Laura
Nagel, tried to hold Purdue executives to account. In this
updated edition of Pain Killer, Barry Meier breaks new
ground in his decades-long investigation into the opioid
epidemic. He takes readers inside Purdue to show how
long the company withheld information about the abuse
of OxyContin and gives a shocking account of the
Justice Department’s failure to alter the trajectory of the
opioid epidemic and protect thousands of lives. Equal
parts crime thriller, medical detective story, and business
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exposé, Pain Killer is a hard-hitting look at how a
supposed wonder drug became the gateway drug to a
national tragedy.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A grand,
devastating portrait of three generations of the Sackler
family, famed for their philanthropy, whose fortune was
built by Valium and whose reputation was destroyed by
OxyContin. From the prize-winning and bestselling
author of Say Nothing, as featured in the HBO
documentary Crime of the Century. The Sackler name
adorns the walls of many storied institutions—Harvard,
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Oxford, the Louvre.
They are one of the richest families in the world, known
for their lavish donations to the arts and the sciences.
The source of the family fortune was vague, however,
until it emerged that the Sacklers were responsible for
making and marketing a blockbuster painkiller that was
the catalyst for the opioid crisis. Empire of Pain begins
with the story of three doctor brothers, Raymond,
Mortimer and the incalculably energetic Arthur, who
weathered the poverty of the Great Depression and
appalling anti-Semitism. Working at a barbaric mental
institution, Arthur saw a better way and conducted
groundbreaking research into drug treatments. He also
had a genius for marketing, especially for
pharmaceuticals, and bought a small ad firm. Arthur
devised the marketing for Valium, and built the first great
Sackler fortune. He purchased a drug manufacturer,
Purdue Frederick, which would be run by Raymond and
Mortimer. The brothers began collecting art, and wives,
and grand residences in exotic locales. Their children
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and grandchildren grew up in luxury. Forty years later,
Raymond’s son Richard ran the family-owned Purdue.
The template Arthur Sackler created to sell Valium—coopting doctors, influencing the FDA, downplaying the
drug’s addictiveness—was employed to launch a far
more potent product: OxyContin. The drug went on to
generate some thirty-five billion dollars in revenue, and
to launch a public health crisis in which hundreds of
thousands would die. This is the saga of three
generations of a single family and the mark they would
leave on the world, a tale that moves from the bustling
streets of early twentieth-century Brooklyn to the seaside
palaces of Greenwich, Connecticut, and Cap d’Antibes
to the corridors of power in Washington, D.C. Empire of
Pain chronicles the multiple investigations of the
Sacklers and their company, and the scorched-earth
legal tactics that the family has used to evade
accountability. The history of the Sackler dynasty is rife
with drama—baroque personal lives; bitter disputes over
estates; fistfights in boardrooms; glittering art collections;
Machiavellian courtroom maneuvers; and the calculated
use of money to burnish reputations and crush the less
powerful. Empire of Pain is a masterpiece of narrative
reporting and writing, exhaustively documented and
ferociously compelling. It is a portrait of the excesses of
America’s second Gilded Age, a study of impunity
among the super elite and a relentless investigation of
the naked greed and indifference to human suffering that
built one of the world’s great fortunes.
At least 200,000-250,000 people died in the war in
Bosnia. "There are three million child soldiers in Africa."
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"More than 650,000 civilians have been killed as a result
of the U.S. occupation of Iraq." "Between 600,000 and
800,000 women are trafficked across borders every
year." "Money laundering represents as much as 10
percent of global GDP." "Internet child porn is a $20
billion-a-year industry." These are big, attention-grabbing
numbers, frequently used in policy debates and media
reporting. Peter Andreas and Kelly M. Greenhill see only
one problem: these numbers are probably false. Their
continued use and abuse reflect a much larger and
troubling pattern: policymakers and the media naively or
deliberately accept highly politicized and questionable
statistical claims about activities that are extremely
difficult to measure. As a result, we too often become
trapped by these mythical numbers, with perverse and
counterproductive consequences. This problem exists in
myriad policy realms. But it is particularly pronounced in
statistics related to the politically charged realms of
global crime and conflict-numbers of people killed in
massacres and during genocides, the size of refugee
flows, the magnitude of the illicit global trade in drugs
and human beings, and so on. In Sex, Drugs, and Body
Counts, political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists,
and policy analysts critically examine the murky origins
of some of these statistics and trace their remarkable
proliferation. They also assess the standard metrics used
to evaluate policy effectiveness in combating problems
such as terrorist financing, sex trafficking, and the drug
trade.
Advocate and abolitionist Conchita Sarnoff risked her life
to tell the truth about a Wall Street billionaire hedge fund
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manager who is now a level-3 registered sex offender.
TrafficKing uncovers a child sex trafficking case of epic
proportions and the longest-running human trafficking
case in U.S. legal history—more poignant than the
Lewinsky case, Watergate scandal, and Profumo affair
combined. Eleven years after the registered level-3 sex
offender was arrested, four cases associated with his
2005 criminal investigation remain open. The pedophile
was not prosecuted under The Trafficking Victims
Protection Act (TVPA), a law enacted in Florida in 2000.
In this gripping exposé, Sarnoff finds out why. TrafficKing
is a true story exposing the dark side of the human
condition: avarice, lust, power, and influence peddling at
the highest levels of government.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A "gripping book about this
extraordinary man who lived passionately and died
unnecessarily" (USA Today) in post-9/11 Afghanistan,
from the bestselling author of Into the Wild and Into Thin
Air. In 2002, Pat Tillman walked away from a multimilliondollar NFL contract to join the Army and became an icon
of American patriotism. When he was killed in
Afghanistan two years later, a legend was born. But the
real Pat Tillman was much more remarkable, and
considerably more complicated than the public knew.
Sent first to Iraq—a war he would openly declare was
“illegal as hell” —and eventually to Afghanistan, Tillman
was driven by emotionally charged, sometimes
contradictory notions of duty, honor, justice, and
masculine pride, and he was determined to serve his
entire three-year commitment. But on April 22, 2004, his
life would end in a barrage of bullets fired by his fellow
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soldiers. Though obvious to most of the two dozen
soldiers on the scene that a ranger in Tillman’s own
platoon had fired the fatal shots, the Army aggressively
maneuvered to keep this information from Tillman’s
family and the American public for five weeks following
his death. During this time, President Bush used
Tillman’s name to promote his administration’ s foreign
policy. Long after Tillman’s nationally televised memorial
service, the Army grudgingly notified his closest relatives
that he had “probably” been killed by friendly fire while it
continued to dissemble about the details of his death and
who was responsible. Drawing on Tillman’s journals and
letters and countless interviews with those who knew him
and extensive research in Afghanistan, Jon Krakauer
chronicles Tillman’s riveting, tragic odyssey in
engrossing detail highlighting his remarkable character
and personality while closely examining the murky,
heartbreaking circumstances of his death. Infused with
the power and authenticity readers have come to expect
from Krakauer’s storytelling, Where Men Win Glory
exposes shattering truths about men and war. This
edition has been updated to reflect new developments
and includes new material obtained through the Freedom
of Information Act.
Now one of Kirkus Reviews' "Best Books of the Year" From
Paul French, the New York Times bestselling author of
Midnight in Peking—winner of both the Edgar Award for Best
Fact Crime and the CWA Gold Dagger for Non-Fiction—comes
City of Devils, a rags-to-riches tale of two self-made men set
against a backdrop of crime and vice in the sprawling
badlands of Shanghai. Shanghai, 1930s: It was a haven for
outlaws from all over the world: a place where pasts could be
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forgotten, fascism and communism outrun, names invented,
and fortunes made—and lost. “Lucky” Jack Riley was the
most notorious of those outlaws. An ex–U.S. Navy boxing
champion, he escaped from prison and rose to become the
Slots King of Shanghai. “Dapper” Joe Farren—a Jewish boy
who fled Vienna’s ghetto—ruled the nightclubs. His chorus
lines rivaled Ziegfeld’s. In 1940, Lucky Jack and Dapper Joe
bestrode the Shanghai Badlands like kings, while all around
the Solitary Island was poverty, starvation, and war. They
thought they ruled Shanghai, but the city had other ideas.
This is the story of their rise to power, their downfall, and the
trail of destruction left in their wake. Shanghai was their
playground for a flickering few years, a city where for a
fleeting moment even the wildest dreams could come true.
“A mob saga that has it all—brotherhood and betrayal,
swaggering power and glittering success, and a Godfather
whose reach seems utterly unrivaled. What a relentless,
irresistible read.” — Don Winslow, New York Times bestselling
author of The Force A fascinating, cinematic,
multigenerational history of the Cuban mob in the US from
"America’s top chronicler of organized crime"* and New York
Times bestselling author of Havana Nocturne. By the mid
1980s, the criminal underworld in the United States had
become an ethnic polyglot; one of the most powerful illicit
organizations was none other than the Cuban mob. Known
on both sides of the law as "the Corporation," the Cuban
mob’s power stemmed from a criminal culture embedded in
south Florida’s exile community—those who had been chased
from the island by Castro’s revolution and planned to
overthrow the Marxist dictator and reclaim their nation. An
epic story of gangsters, drugs, violence, sex, and murder
rooted in the streets, The Corporation reveals how an entire
generation of political exiles, refugees, racketeers, corrupt
cops, hitmen, and their wives and girlfriends became caught
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up in an American saga of desperation and empire building.
T. J. English interweaves the voices of insiders speaking
openly for the first time with a trove of investigative material
he has gathered over many decades to tell the story of this
successful criminal enterprise, setting it against the larger
backdrop of revolution, exile, and ethnicity that makes it one
of the great American gangster stories that has been
overlooked—until now. Drawing on the detailed reporting and
impressive volume of evidence that drive his bestselling
works, English offers a riveting, in-depth look at this powerful
and sordid crime organization and its hold in the US.
Nominated for an Edgar Award “Exceptionally authentic.”—Jill
Leovy, The New York Times Book Review In the late 1980s
and early 1990s, the Bronx had one of the country’s highest
per capita homicide rates. As crack cocaine use surged,
dealers claimed territory through intimidation and murder,
while families were fractured by crime and incarceration.
Chronicling the rise and fall of Sex Money Murder, one of the
era’s most notorious gangs, reporter Jonathan Green creates
a visceral and devastating portrait of a New York City
borough and the dedicated detectives and prosecutors
struggling to stem the tide of violence. Drawing on years of
research and extraordinary access to gang leaders, law
enforcement, and federal prosecutors, Green delivers an
engrossing work of gritty urban reportage. Magisterial in its
scope, Sex Money Murder offers a unique perspective on the
violence raging in modern-day America and the battle to end
it.
"A narrative about a notorious killing that took place in
Northern Ireland during The Troubles and its devastating
repercussions to this day"-This is the definitive guide for learning the art of lock picking.
Inside you will discover the secrets of the trade. By reading
this book, practicing, and applying the methods introduced,
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you can successfully master picking most modern locks. This
book makes it easy and gives you the edge to quickly learn
and start picking locks today. Not only does this book cover
what tools and techniques are needed to pick most common
locks, but it also goes through what to do step-by-step; and
actually teaches how to do it. It explains what all of the tools
are and for what they are used. What really sets this book
apart is the vast assortment of illustrations that make
everything easy to understand. This really is a visual guide
containing pages filled with diagrams and drawings that will
instantly show you how locks work, and exactly what to do to
bypass them. You can start learning today! Inside, you will
find sections about warded locks, pin tumblers, wafer
tumblers, and more. These are the locks found on most
residential and commercial doors, cars, padlocks, desks, filing
cabinets, safes, equipment, vending machines, bike locks,
etc... Each section includes an in-depth and easy to
understand explanation as to how that type of lock works.
This book even outlines several exercises you can perform in
order to improve your lock picking skills. You'll be picking
every lock in your house in no time.
**Now a major BBC series starring James Norton** Have you
ever bought a pirate DVD? Taken drugs? Fallen for a
phishing scam? Organised crime is part of all our worlds often without us even knowing. McMafia is a journey through
the new world of international organised crime, from
gunrunners in Ukraine to money launderers in Dubai, by way
of drug syndicates in Canada and cyber criminals in Brazil.
During his investigation into the dark side Misha Glenny
speaks to countless gangsters, policemen and victims of
organized crime, and also explores the ferocious consumer
demands for drugs, trafficked women, illegal labour and arms
across five continents.
Documents the efforts of a tiger conservation leader who was
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forced to hunt a man-eating tiger through the brutal Siberian
winter, an effort that familiarized him with the creature's
history, motives and unique method of attack.
With the hilarious adventures of Bobby Ellis-Chan, Lisa Yee
and Caldecott Medalist Dan Santat bring their gifts for finding
the funny (and the truth) in everyday situations to chapterbook readers. All of Bobby Ellis-Chan's problems in life can
be summed up in one word: GIRLS. There's his sister Casey,
who has a weird obsession with Bobby's goldfish, Rover.
There's Jillian Zarr, who gets mad every time a boy even
looks at her. Most of all, there's Holly Harper, Bobby's ex-best
friend. Who is now, for some reason, Jillian's best friend. She
used to like frogs and rolling down the hill; now she wears
dresses and straightens her hair. Holly's running against
Bobby for Student Council representative. She knows all his
secrets -- and she just might spill. It's Bobby vs. Holly, boys
vs. girls, in the biggest battle ever to rock Rancho Rosetta!
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