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"The eight French Wars of Religion began in 1562 and lasted for 36 years. Although the wars
were fought between Catholics and Protestants, this books draws out in full the equally
important struggle for power between the king and the leading nobles, and the rivalry between
the nobles themselves as they vied for control of the king. In a time when human life counted
for little, the destruction reached its height in the St Bartholomew's Day Massacre when up to
10,000 Protestants lost their lives."--Bloomsbury Publishing.
The French Wars of Religion tore the country apart for almost fifty years. They were also part
of the wider religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants which raged across Europe
during the 16th century. This new study, by a major authority on French history, explores the
impact of these wars and sets them in their full European context.
Examines the impact of the royal politics of amnesia on tragedy and national historiography in
France, 1560-1630
The Wars of Religion embroiled France in decades of faction, violence, and peacemaking in
the late sixteenth century. When historians interpret these events they inevitably depend on
sources of information gathered by contemporaries, none more valuable than the diaries and
collection of Pierre de L'Estoile (1546-1611), who lived through the civil wars in Paris and
shaped how they have been remembered ever since. Taking him out of the footnotes, and
demonstrating his significance in the culture of the late Renaissance, this is the first life of
L'Estoile in any language. It examines how he negotiated and commemorated the conflicts that
divided France as he assembled an extraordinary collection of the relics of the troubles, a
collection that he called 'the storehouse of my curiosities'. The story of his life and times is the
history of the civil wars in the making. Focusing on a crucial individual for understanding
Reformation Europe, this study challenges historians' assumptions about the widespread
impact of confessional conflict in the sixteenth century. L'Estoile's prudent, non-confessional
responses to the events he lived through and recorded were common among his milieu of
Gallican Catholics. His life-writing and engagement with contemporary news, books, and
pictures reveals how individuals used different genres and media to destabilise rather than fix
confessional identities. Bringing together the great variety of topics in society and culture that
attracted L'Estoile's curiosity, this volume rethinks his world in the Wars of Religion.
Through translations of documents concerning communal religious violence, political
confrontation and war, this book aims to provide the means to study the French Wars of
Religion through contemporary sources. Documents include: legislative acts of the period from
the edicts concerning religion and toleration in 1560-62 to the 1590s; sources on types of
religious violence during the early years of the wars; an examination of the massacre of Saint
Bartholomew; and the breakdown in the 1580s and its restoration by Henry IV.
This book is a new edition of Mack P. Holt's classic study of the French religious wars of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing on the scholarship of social and cultural
historians of the Reformation, it shows how religion infused both politics and the socioeconomic tensions of the period to produce a long extended civil war. Professor Holt integrates
court politics and the political theory of the elites with the religious experiences of the popular
classes, offering a fresh perspective on the wars and on why the French were willing to kill
their neighbors in the name of religion.
Germany and the French Wars of Religion, 1560-1572 explores how the first decade of the
religious wars in France was interpreted by German Protestants and why they felt compelled to
intervene.

Drawing on the municipal archives of eleven French provincial towns as well as
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other related sources, this book explores the links between local and national
politics during the Wars of Religion of the later sixteenth century. In particular the
study focuses on the efforts of the Duc de Guise to control the governments of
these towns, in the interests of his family, and later, of the Catholic League, of
which he was the head.
This book examines an unsuccessful assassination attempt against Louis XV of
France and the trial of his assailant, Robert-Francois Damiens, revealing the
beginnings of the French Revolution in the ecclesiastical controversies that
dominated the Damiens affair. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Through a wide-ranging and close analysis of archival sources, this book reevaluates both the role of royal authority and of local agency in the French
religious wars in the lead up to the Edict of Nantes of 1598. Drawing on extensive
research, it provides a new perspective on the political, religious, social and
cultural history of the conflict.
In recent years religion has resurfaced amongst academics, in many ways
replacing class as the key to understanding Europe's historical development. This
has resulted in an explosion of studies revisiting issues of religious change,
confessional violence and holy war during the early modern period. But the
interpretation of the European wars of religion still remains largely defined by
national boundaries, tied to specific processes of state building as well as nation
building. In order to more thoroughly interrogate these concepts and
assumptions, this volume focusses on terms repeatedly used and misused in
public debates such as "religious violence" and "holy warfare" within the context
of military conflicts commonly labelled "religious wars". The chapters not only
focus on the role of religion, but also on the emerging state as a driver of the
escalation of violence in the so-called age of religious war. By using different
methodological and theoretical approaches historians, philosophers, and
theologians engage in an interdisciplinary debate that contributes to a better
understanding of the religio-political situation of early modern Europe and the
interpretation of violent conflicts interpreted as religious conflicts today. By
adopting a multi-disciplinary approach, new and innovative perspectives are
opened up that question if in fact religion was a primary driving force behind
these conflicts.
The first three decades of Bourbon rule in France coincided with a period of
violent fragmentation followed by rapid renewal within the French Catholic
community. In the early 1590s, when Henri IV - Protestant head of the Bourbon
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house - acceded to the throne, French Catholics were at war with each other as
Leaguer and Navarrist factions fought both militarily and ideologically for control
of Catholic France. However, by 1620 a partially reconciled French church was in
the process of defining a distinctive reform movement as French Catholics,
encouraged by their monarchs, sought to assimilate aspects of the international
Catholic reformation with Gallican traditions to renew their church. By 1650 this
French Catholic church, and its distinctive reform movement forged in the
decades following the collapse of the Catholic League, had become one of the
most influential movements in European Catholicism. This study reconsiders the
forces behind these dramatic developments within the French church through the
re-examination of a classic question in French history: Why was the Society of
Jesus able to integrate successfully into the French church in the opening
decades of the seventeenth-century, despite being expelled from much of the
kingdom in 1594 for its alleged role in the attempted assassination of the king?
The expulsion, recall and subsequent integration of the Society into the French
church offers a unique window into the evolution of French Catholicism between
1590 and 1620. It provides new insight into how Henri IV re-established royal
authority in the French Catholic church following the collapse of the Catholic
League and how this development helped to heal the rifts in French Catholicism
wrought by the Leaguer movement. It also explores in unprecedented detail how
Henri played an important role in channelling religious energy in his kingdom
towards forms of Catholic piety -exemplified by his new allies the Jesuits - which
became the foundation of
This book is an accessible and comprehensive study of the French wars of
religion, designed specifically for undergraduate students. Drawing on the latest
scholarship of a generation of social historians of the Reformation, the author
presents a new analysis of this long conflict. He argues that religious tension
between Catholics and Protestants played a crucial role in the wars and was just
as important to the outcome as the political aspirations of the aristocratic factions
at court or any underlying socio-economic tensions.
In the second half of the sixteenth century, France was racked by religious civil
wars and peace was only restored when Henry of Navarre finally converted to
Catholicism, deciding in his immortal phrase that 'Paris is worth a mass'. In
this lucid introduction to a complex period in French history, Robert Knecht:
Explains the evangelical and Lutheran origins of the Huguenot Church in France
Challenges simplistic interpretations of the religious conflict as purely a cloak for
political rebellion Provides concise analysis of the wars themselves and the
ferment of political ideas which they generated Evaluates the extent of Frances
recovery under Henry IV This third edition has been updated throughout to take
account of the latest scholarship, particularly on the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew and the reign of Henry III when the monarchy almost succumbed to
the challenge posed by the Catholic League. There is a new colour plate section
and the main text is supported by a full glossary of terms, maps and three
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detailed genealogical tables, as well as a carefully chosen selection of original
documents. Each book in the Seminar Studies in History series provides a
concise and reliable introduction to complex events and debates. Written by
acknowledged experts and supported by extracts from historical Documents, a
Chronology, Glossary, Whos Who of key figures and Guide to Further Reading,
Seminar Studies in History are the essential guides to understanding a topic.
This book explores the reception of foreign news during the Dutch Revolt and the French Wars
of Religion, shedding new light on the connections between these conflicts and demonstrating
the emergence of critical news audiences.
Through its close, critical reading of the political treatises and polemical literature produced in
France in the sixteenth century, this book offers a valuable new contribution to the intellectual
history of the Early Modern era. Sophie Nicholls analyses the political thought of the
theologians and jurists in the Holy League as they pursued their crusade against heresy in the
French kingdom, during the wars of religion (1562-1629). Contemporaries portrayed the
Leaguers as rebellious anarchists, who harboured dangerously democratic ideas. In contrast,
Nicholls demonstrates that the intellectuals in the movement were devoted royalists, who had
more in common with their moderate counterparts, the 'politiques'. In paying close attention to
the conceptual language of politics in this era, this book shows how jurists and theologians in
the League presented visions of sovereignty that subtly replenished medieval ideas of kingship
and priesthood, and endeavoured to replace them with a new synthesis of intellectual tradition
and political power. In a period when 'the state' was still emerging as an idea, analysing
League thought in the context of Jesuit and Second Scholastic sources positions the Leaguers
in relation to innovative attempts in European Catholic circles to re-think the nature of
belonging to a political community.
Polemic and Literature Surrounding the French Wars of Religion demonstrates that literature
and polemic interacted constantly in sixteenth-century France, constructing ideological
frameworks that defined the various groups to which individuals belonged and through which
they defined their identities. Contributions explore both literary texts (prose, poetry, and
theater) and more intentionally polemical texts that fall outside of the traditional literary genres.
Engaging the continuous casting and recasting of opposing worldviews, this collection of
essays examines literature's use of polemic and polemic's use of literature as seminal
intellectual developments stemming from the religious and social turmoil that characterized this
period in France.
This book is a 2005 edition of Mack P. Holt's classic study of the French religious wars of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing on the scholarship of social and cultural
historians of the Reformation, it shows how religion infused both politics and the socioeconomic tensions of the period to produce a long extended civil war. Professor Holt integrates
court politics and the political theory of the elites with the religious experiences of the popular
classes, offering a fresh perspective on the wars and on why the French were willing to kill
their neighbors in the name of religion. The book has been created specifically for
undergraduates and general readers with no background knowledge of either French history or
the Reformation. This edition updates the text in the light of new work published in the decade
prior to publication and the 'Suggestions for further reading' has been completely re-written.
In the second half of the sixteenth century, France was racked by religious civil wars and
peace was only restored when Henry of Navarre finally converted to Catholicism, deciding – in
his immortal phrase – that 'Paris is worth a mass'. In this lucid introduction to a complex period
in French history, Robert Knecht: Explains the evangelical and Lutheran origins of the
Huguenot Church in France Challenges simplistic interpretations of the religious conflict as
purely a cloak for political rebellion Provides concise analysis of the wars themselves and the
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ferment of political ideas which they generated Evaluates the extent of France’s recovery
under Henry IV This third edition has been updated throughout to take account of the latest
scholarship, particularly on the Massacre of St. Bartholomew and the reign of Henry III when
the monarchy almost succumbed to the challenge posed by the Catholic League. There is a
new colour plate section and the main text is supported by a full glossary of terms, maps and
three detailed genealogical tables, as well as a carefully chosen selection of original
documents. Each book in the Seminar Studies in History series provides a concise and reliable
introduction to complex events and debates. Written by acknowledged experts and supported
by extracts from historical Documents, a Chronology, Glossary, Who’s Who of key figures and
Guide to Further Reading, Seminar Studies in History are the essential guides to
understanding a topic.
This text explores in depth the impact of the French wars of religion on the inhabitants of one
French city, Troyes, in Champagne. Drawing on previously neglected sources, the author
examines the individual and collective experience of the religious conflict in Troyes. She
considers how the religious divisions created such brutal conflict between neighbours.
The aim of this study is to establish the scale and importance of English intervention during the
French Wars of Religion of the late sixteenth century. The author looks at why and how
Elizabeth I intervened, and what were the consequences of this intervention. He examines how
the 'natural' enemy became an ally and how relations between Elizabeth and three French
kings were frequently at the heart of grand strategy. 0Elizabeth's sword of intervention was
double-edged: both benevolent and exploitative. She hoped to aid the Huguenots while
recovering England's lost French territories. Later, her intervention became a method of
keeping hostilities with Spain away from English shores. Many believed intervention was
necessary to protect the continuation of English trade with Europe. 0England became the
'arsenal' of first Huguenot, then royalist France. The author measures, for the first time, the
scale of provision of materiel de guerre. He examines the role of economic and monetary
questions and shows how England effectively 'kickstarted' and perpetuated the wars. The
emphasis is placed on military history, focusing on the involvement of English armies at Le
Havre (1562-63), Rouen (1591), Crozon (1594) and Amiens (1597). Exploiting much previously
untouched material from English and French libraries and archives, the author's research
reveals the real strategy and tactics of Henri IV, allowing a re-evaluation of this military leader.

"The creator of the 'essay,' Michel de Montaigne serves as a bridge between
what we call the early modern and modernity. The Essays resemble a patchwork
of personal reflections that tend toward a single goal: to live better in the present
and to prepare for death. Montaigne constantly redefines the nature of his task in
order to fashion himself anew and, in the end, offers an impressionistic model of
descriptions based on momentary experiences. Over the centuries, the reception
of Montaigne has been anything but simple. The institutionalization of an author
depends on what one might call his or her 'ideological and historical trajectory.'
An effect of 'globalization' has even reached Montaigne in recent years, bringing
him sudden, worldwide visibility. His thought has become internationalized, and
he is read, studied, and commented in most European countries as well as in
North America, Latin America, and Asia"
This volume examines the practice of memory in early modern Europe, showing
that this was already a multimedia affair with many political uses, and affecting
people at all levels of society; many pre-modern memory practices persist until
today.
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The celebrations marking the Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis in 1559 ended in
tragedy when Henry II was mortally wounded by a lance piercing his eye whilst
jousting. His unexpected death opened the floodgates to discontent which had
been gathering over the years but had been kept in check by the strength of the
monarchy under Francis I and Henry II. The problems under Henry had been
similar to those faced by his father, namely the resolution of the old HabsburgValois conflict, inadequate revenue and the increase in the spread of Protestant
ideas. The new King, Francis II, was only 15 years old and incapable of exerting
the personal authority that was needed to defeat the opposition. That opposition
was to plunge France into over 30 years of civil wars. Those wars are usually
referred to as the 'French Wars of Religion' and certainly the growth of a militant
Calvinism and the Catholic reaction to it made the nation much less stable.
However, religion was by no means the only cause of war. The nation was to be
torn apart by the faction fighting of the great aristocratic families and their clients.
And the wars were not fought out just at a national level. As royal authority broke
down local feuds had free play and foreign powers began to interfere in the
internal affairs of France. The situation could only be saved by the Crown, the
unifying force in France, but the problems of royal authority seemed too severe
and the inadequacies of those who wore the crown in this period too marked.
This study guide is suitable for university or senior high school students, or
anyone interested in the subject. Topics covered include: The Republic of the
Midi, the St Bartholomew's Day Massacre, The Catholic League, Francis II,
Catherine de Medici, Henry IV, the Edict of Nantes, The Wars of Succession and
more."
Many historians consider the Peace of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years'
War in 1648, to mark a watershed in European international relations. It is
generally agreed that Westphalia brought to an end more than a century of
religious conflicts and marked the beginning of a new era in which secular power
politics was the prime motivating factor in international relations and warfare. The
purpose of this volume is to question this assumption and reconceptualise the
relationship between war, foreign policy and religion during the period 1648 to
1713. Some of the contributions to the volume directly challenge the idea that
religion ceased to play a role in war and foreign policy. Others confirm the
traditional view that religion did not play a dominant role after 1648, but seek to reevaluate its significance and thereby redefine religious influences on policy in this
period. By exploring this issue from various perspectives, the volume offers a
unique opportunity to reassess the influence of religion in international politics. It
also yields deeper insights into concepts of secularisation, and complements the
research of many social and cultural historians who have begun to challenge the
idea of a decline in the influence of religion in domestic politics and society. By
matching the relationship between conflict and religion with this scholarship a
more nuanced appreciation of the European situation begins to emerge.
Mass Violence and the Self explores the earliest visual and textual depictions of
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personal suffering caused by the French Wars of Religion of 1562–98, the
Fronde of 1648–52, the French Revolutionary Terror of 1793–94, and the Paris
Commune of 1871. The development of novel media from pamphlets and
woodblock printing to colored lithographs, illustrated newspapers, and collodion
photography helped to determine cultural, emotional, and psychological
responses to these four episodes of mass violence. Howard G. Brown’s richly
illustrated and conceptually innovative book shows how the increasingly effective
communication of the suffering of others combined with interpretive bias to
produce what may be understood as collective traumas. Seeing these responses
as collective traumas reveals their significance in shaping new social identities
that extended beyond the village or neighborhood. Moreover, acquiring a sense
of shared identity, whether as Huguenots, Parisian bourgeois, French citizens, or
urban proletarians, was less the cause of violent conflict than the consequence of
it. Combining neuroscience, art history, and biography studies, Brown explores
how collective trauma fostered a growing salience of the self as the key to
personal identity. In particular, feeling empathy and compassion in response to
depictions of others’ emotional suffering intensified imaginative self-reflection.
Protestant martyrologies, revolutionary "autodefenses," and personal diaries are
examined in the light of cultural trends such as the interiorization of piety, the
culture of sensibility, and the birth of urban modernism to reveal how
representations of mass violence helped to shape the psychological processes of
the self.
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1904 Edition.
In The Politics of Print During the French Wars of Religion, Gregory Haake
examines how, in late sixteenth-century France, authors and publishers used the
printed text to control the terms of public discourse and determine history, or at
least their narrative of it.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
The World of the Siege examines the conduct of early modern sieges (15th-18th
centuries) in relation to the creation and interpretation of siege narratives. The
Page 7/8

Bookmark File PDF The French Wars Of Religion 1562 1629 New
Approaches To European History
volume provides insights into the convergences and divergences of diverse
(military) cultures across Europe and Asia.
The eight French Wars of Religion began in 1562 and lasted for 36 years.
Although the wars were fought between Catholics and Protestants, this books
draws out in full the equally important struggle for power between the king and
the leading nobles, and the rivalry between the nobles themselves as they vied
for control of the king. In a time when human life counted for little, the destruction
reached its height in the St Bartholomew's Day Massacre when up to 10,000
Protestants lost their lives.
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