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Blood Brothers Willy Russell Book
Presents the social and political history of the United States
through contemporary source materials from the era of
Reconstruction to the present day.
'Blood Brother' is a moving story of twins seperated at birth
and is a favourite with examining boards at GCSE. This photocopiable resource is suited for pupils for both Foundation and
Higher tier study and provides comprehensive analysis of
plot, characters and themes in the play.
An introductory critical study for first year undergraduates
which bridges the gap between A Level and university study.
The book offers an accessible overview of key critical
perspectives, early modern contexts, and methods of close
reading, as well as screen and stage performances spanning
several decades. Organised around the discussion of
fourteen major plays, it introduces readers to the diverse
theoretical approaches typical of today's English studies. This
is a go-to resource that can be consulted thematically or by
individual play or genre. Critical approaches can overwhelm
students who are daunted by the quantity and complexity of
current scholarship; Bickley and Stevens are experienced
teachers at both A and university level and are thus uniquely
qualified to show how a mix of critical ideas can be used to
inform ways of thinking about a play.
Jack Henderson, estranged from his ex-wife and grown-up
daughters, is involved in a horrific accident. His younger
brother Douglas begins an affair with a woman he barely
knows, risking everything. And Angus, the eldest of the
Henderson boys, finds himself suddenly in freefall having
unexpectedly been laid off from his job. As the three brothers
head to their childhood home in East Fortune for their annual
summer gathering, they brace themselves against sibling
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rivalries and parental expectations. East Fortune is a moving
story about life and love, chance and hope, and how families
survive.
Breezeblock Park is set on a northern council estate and
takes a look at the suffocating effect of possessions and
possessiveness: "Trenchantly observed...hilarious, upsetting
and somewhat seditious." (Variety); Our Day Out is about a
school coach trip, an exuberant celebration of the joys and
agonies of growing up - "a Dickensian fairytale...I have rarely
seen a show that combined such warmth and such
bleakness."(The Times); Stags and Hens "takes place in the
gents and Ladies loos of a tacky Liverpool club, where Dave
and Linda have decided, unbeknownst to each other to hold
their stag and hen parties...a bleakly funny and perceptive
study of working-class misogyny, puritanism and waste"
(Guardian); Educating Rita: "one way of describing Educating
Rita would be to say that it was about the meaning of
education...another would be to say that it was about the
meaning of life. A third, that it is a cross between Pygmalion
and Lucky Jim. A fourth, that it is simply a marvellous play,
painfully funny and passionately serious: a hilarious social
documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, half-happy ending."
(Sunday Times)
This book is aimed at GCSE students of English Literature
who are studying Willy Russell's Blood Brothers. The focus is
on what examiners are looking for, especially since the
changes to the curriculum in 2015, and here you will find
each act covered in detail. I hope this will help you and be a
valuable tool in your studies and revision.
Written specifically for GCSE students by academics in the
field, the Methuen Drama GCSE Student Editions provide indepth explanatory material alongside the play texts frequently
studied at Key Stage 4. Whether for use in the classroom or
independent study, these editions offer a fully comprehensive
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and lightly glossed play text with accompanying notes
specifically directed towards readers of this age, which
unravel essential topics and challenge all students to delve
further into literary analysis. A well established modern
classic, Willy Russell's Blood Brothers tells the story of
Mickey and Eddie, twins separated at birth who grow up to
lead very opposite lives, but which constantly and inevitably
intersect. In addition to some on-page explanatory notes and
the play text, this edition contains sub-headed analyses of
themes, characters, context and dramatic devices, as well as
background information on the playwright. The Methuen
Drama GCSE Student Editions never lose sight of their
readership, and offer students the confidence to engage with
the material, explore their own interpretations, and improve
their understanding of the works.

In 1962, boxing writers and fans considered Cassius
Clay an obnoxious self-promoter, and few believed that
he would become the heavyweight champion of the
world. But Malcolm X, the most famous minister in the
Nation of Islam-a sect many white Americans deemed a
hate cult-saw the potential in Clay, not just for boxing
greatness, but as a means of spreading the Nation's
message. The two became fast friends, keeping their
interactions secret from the press for fear of jeopardizing
Clay's career. Clay began living a double life-a patriotic
"good Negro" in public, and a radical reformer behind the
scenes. Soon, however, their friendship would sour, with
disastrous and far-reaching consequences. Based on
previously untapped sources, from Malcolm's personal
papers to FBI records, Blood Brothers is the first book to
offer an in-depth portrait of this complex bond. Acclaimed
historians Randy Roberts and Johnny Smith reconstruct
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the worlds that shaped Malcolm and Clay, from the
boxing arenas and mosques, to postwar New York and
civil rights-era Miami. In an impressively detailed
account, they reveal how Malcolm molded Cassius Clay
into Muhammad Ali, helping him become an international
symbol of black pride and black independence. Yet when
Malcolm was barred from the Nation for criticizing the
philandering of its leader, Elijah Muhammad, Ali turned
his back on Malcolm-a choice that tragically contributed
to the latter's assassination in February 1965. Malcolm's
death marked the end of a critical phase of the civil rights
movement, but the legacy of his friendship with Ali has
endured. We inhabit a new era where the roles of
entertainer and activist, of sports and politics, are more
entwined than ever before. Blood Brothers is the story of
how Ali redefined what it means to be a black athlete in
America-after Malcolm first enlightened him. An
extraordinary narrative of love and deep affection, as
well as deceit, betrayal, and violence, this story is a
window into the public and private lives of two of our
greatest national icons, and the tumultuous period in
American history that they helped to shape.
The modern classic Willy Russell musical about the
Liverpudlian twins separated at birth is retold by Angela
T. Wesker and adapted for ESL learners at a B1 level of
the CEFR . The book comes with an introduction to the
historical background of the story, and a series of
activities that help students understand the plot, explore
its main themes, analyse and interpret its characters,
structure, and language. The emotional, heart-breaking,
and gripping story of Mickey and Eddie will make
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students laugh and cry at the same time and will be
naturally up for discussion.
Educating Rita, about a working-class Liverpool girl's
hunger for education, is 'simply a marvellous play,
painfully funny and passionately serious; a hilarious
social documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, halfhappy ending.' Sunday Times Educating Rita premiered
at the RSC Warehouse, London, in June 1980. Voted
Best Comedy of 1980, it was subsequently made into a
highly successful film with Michael Caine and Julie
Walters.
Raymond Marks is a normal boy, from a normal family, in
a northern town. Until, on the banks of the Rochdale
Canal, the flytrapping craze begins and, for Raymond,
nothing is ever quite so normal again.
Twin brothers are separated at birth. One is given to
wealthy Mrs. Lyons and they grow up as friends in
ignorance of their fraternity until the inevitable quarrel
unleashes a blood-bath.
A Liverpudlian West Side Story, Blood Brothers is the
story of twin brothers separated at birth because their
mother cannot afford to keep them both. One of them is
given away to wealthy Mrs Lyons and they grow up as
friends in ignorance of their fraternity until the inevitable
quarrel unleashes a blood-bath. Blood Brothers was first
performed at the Liverpool Playhouse in 1983 and
subsequently transferred to the Lyric Theatre, London. It
was revived in the West End in 1988 for a long-running
production and opened on Broadway in 1993.
Originally published in 1932 and banned by the Nazis
one year later, Blood Brothers follows a gang of young
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boys bound together by unwritten rules and mutual
loyalty. Blood Brothers is the only known novel by
German social worker and journalist Ernst Haffner, of
whom nearly all traces were lost during the course of
World War II. Told in stark, unsparing detail, Haffner’s
story delves into the illicit underworld of Berlin on the eve
of Hitler’s rise to power, describing how these blood
brothers move from one petty crime to the next,
spending their nights in underground bars and makeshift
hostels, struggling together to survive the harsh realities
of gang life, and finding in one another the legitimacy
denied them by society.

An inspector calls, the title play in this collection, was
written inside a week in 1944. Inspector Goole,
investigating a girl's death, calls on the Birlings, an
outwardly virtuous household.
This new edition includes several personal memoirs
by German-born children whose lives were saved,
and transformed, by the Kindertransport.
Also Known as The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde, this Annotation-Friendly edition has: - An
introduction by Dr Anne Rooney, author of Jekyll and
Hyde: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) - Large spaces
between lines for annotations - Large outer margins Pages at the end of each chapter for note taking Ariel font size 12 for ease of reading For more on our
growing collection of educational books, and bulk
discounts for schools, visit: firestonebooks.com
A new collection of plays from Willy Russell, one of
Britain's best-loved dramatists,
features the smash
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hits Blood Brothers, Our Day Out: The Musical and
Shirley Valentine as well as the previously
unpublished John, Paul, George, Ringo . . . and Bert.
Blood Brothers: A Liverpudlian West Side Story, this
is the story of twin brothers separated at birth
because their mother cannot afford to keep them
both. 'One of those rare exceptions, where a show
continues to pack a punch after many years on the
road and in the West End' - What's On Stage, (5
stars) Our Day Out: The Musical: Mrs Kay's
'Progress Class' are unleashed for a day's coach trip
to Conway Castle in Wales - in an exuberant
celebration of the joys and agonies of growing up
and being footloose, fourteen and free from school.
'One of those truly magical theatrical experiences
that should very definitely not be missed' - Stage
Shirley Valentine: The story of a put-upon mother
and housewife who leaves the drudgery of cooking
dinner for her husband, packs her bags and heads
for the sun. 'Shirley is the star of her own
monodrama, her gabbing made theatrical in a
stream of stories and impersonations that are rooted
in essential loneliness and reaction against domestic
frustration . . . memorable and joyous' - Independent
John, Paul, George, Ringo . . . and Bert: Russell's
first major hit, a musical about the Beatles, won the
Evening Standard and London Critics' awards for
Best New Musical of 1974. 'Why has no-one done it
before? Perhaps only a scouser like Willy Russell
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could have the self-confidence to tackle Liverpool's
great phenomenon . . . it's funny, incisive, well-acted
and makes its points without any arty philosophising'
- Time Out. Willy Russell Plays: 2 features an
introduction from the playwright.
In The Mikado to Matilda: British Musicals on the
New York Stage, Thomas Hischak provides an
overview of British musicals that made their way to
Broadway, covering their entire history up to the
present day. This is the first book to look at the
British musical theatre with reference to those
London musicals that were also produced in New
York City. The book covers 110 British musicals,
ranging from 1750 to the present day, including the
popular Gilbert and Sullivan comic operettas during
the Victorian era, the Andrew Lloyd Webber megamusicals of the late twentieth century, and today's
biggest hits such as Matilda. Each London musical is
discussed first as a success in England and then
how it fared in America. The plots, songs,
songwriters, performers, and producers for both the
West End and the Broadway (or Off Broadway)
production are identified and described. The
discussion is sometimes critical, evaluating the
musicals and why they were or were not a success
in New York.
An entertaining and enlightening compendium at the
intersection of two great British folk traditions: song
and encounters with the law. At the heart of
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traditional songs rest the concerns of ordinary
people. And folk throughout the centuries have found
themselves entangled with the law: abiding by it,
breaking it, and being caught and punished by it.
Who Killed Cock Robin? is an anthology of just such
songs compiled by one of Britain’s most senior
judges, Stephen Sedley, and best-loved folk singers,
Martin Carthy. The songs collected here are drawn
from manuscripts, broadsides, and oral tradition.
They are grouped according to the various
categories of crime and punishment, from Poaching
to the Gallows. Each section contains a historical
introduction, and every song is presented with a
melody, lyrics, and an illuminating commentary that
explores its origins and sources. Together, they
present unique, sometimes comic, often tragic, and
always colorful insight into the past, while preserving
an important body of song for future generations.
Four plays by Henrik Ibsen: A Doll's House, Ghosts,
Hedda Gabler and the Master Builder.
I can tell the difference between who I am and a side
effect. The Effect is a clinical romance. Two young
volunteers, Tristan and Connie, agree to take part in a
clinical drug trial. Succumbing to the gravitational pull of
attraction and love, however, Tristan and Connie
manage to throw the trial off-course, much to the
frustration of the clinicians involved. This funny, moving
and perhaps surprisingly human play explores questions
of sanity, neurology and the limits of medicine, alongside
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ideas of fate, loyalty and the inevitability of physical
attraction. Following on from the critical and commercial
success of Enron, The Effect offers a vibrant theatrical
exploration into the human brain via the heart. It received
its world premiere at the National Theatre's Cottesloe
Theatre in November 2012, starring Billie Piper and
Jonjo O'Neill. It is published here in the Modern Classics
series alongside an introduction by Miriam Gillinson.
Mrs Kay's 'Progress Class' are unleashed for a day's
coach trip to Conway Castle in Wales - in an exuberant
celebration of the joys and agonies of growing up and
being footloose, fourteen and free from school. 'The skill
and zest of the show . . . derive from its success in
following the adult argument through while preserving all
the fun of a story mainly played by children . . . I have
rarely seen a show that combined such warmth and such
bleakness.' The Times This edition contains the music to
the play.
The hilarious, bittersweet novel from the playwright
behind EDUCATING RITA, SHIRLEY VALENTINE and
award-winning musical BLOOD BROTHERS. Dear
Morrissey, I'm feeling dead depressed and down. Like a
streetlamp without a bulb or a goose at the onset of
Christmas time. Anyroad, I thought I'd pen a few lines to
someone who'd understand... It's 1991. Raymond Marks
is a normal boy, from a normal family, in a normal
northern town. Only lately, he's been feeling dead down.
His dad left home after falling in love with a five-string
banjo. His fun-hating grandma believes she should have
married Jean-Paul Sartre: 'I could never read his books,
but y' could tell from his picture, there was nothing
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frivolous about John-Paul Sartre.' Felonious Uncle Jason
and Appalling Aunty Paula are lusting after the satellite
dish. And so he turns to the one person who'll
understand what he's going through: Morrissey. Told
through a series of heartfelt letters to the frontman of The
Smiths, this is a laugh-out-loud funny, incredibly poignant
tale from a character you can't help but love. 'Bighearted, wonderfully funny and engrossing' THE
MIRROR 'A warm, funny, poignant story. I loved The
Wrong Boy - and so will you' SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 'A
comic masterpiece' BEL MOONEY, MAIL ON SUNDAY
Bob Marley's music has inspired millions of listeners
around the world with messages of peace, love, and
truth. This third picture book adaptation of one of his
beloved songs has a timely message for children: To
counter injustice, lift others up with kindness and
courage. As a young girl goes on with her day in school,
she comes across several instances of teasing and
intimidation. But with loving action and some help from
her friends, she's able to make things right for herself
and others. With exuberant pictures by John Jay Cabuay
accompanying Marley's iconic lyrics, Get Up, Stand Up is
a vibrant testament to the power we all have to make a
difference.
By the Tony-award winning authors of Falsettos, here is
an energetic, sardonic, often comical musical about a
composer during a medical emergency. Gordon
collapses into his lunch and awakes in the hospital
surrounded by his maritime-enthusiast lover, his mother,
a co-worker, the doctor and the nurses. Reluctantly, he
had been composing a song for a children's television
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show that features a frog - Mr. Bungee - and the spector
of this large green character and the unfinished work
haunts him throughout his medical ordeal. What was
thought to be a tumor turns out to be something more
operable and Gordon recovers, grateful for a chance to
compose the songs he yearns to produce.
Educating Rita, about a working-class Liverpool girl's
hunger for education, is "simply a marvelous play,
painfully funny and passionately serious; a hilarious
social documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, halfhappy ending."—Sunday Times "Like Roots and
Pygmalion ... a touching play about the melancholic
ways education often pulls people apart instead of
bringing them together."—Guardian "Mr. Russell has
taken a look at two segments of English society and
engineered a collision that is as full of regret as it is of
promise ... the deft moments of its best comedy are
splendidly refreshing."—The Times Educating Rita
premiered at the RSC Warehouse, London, in June
1980. Voted Best Comedy of 1980, it was subsequently
made into a highly successful film with Michael Caine
and Julie Walters.
'One for the Road' is an almost farcical comedy about
one dinner party too many, as Dennis loses patience
with domesticity and makes a break for the freedom of
the open road. As his anarchic streak reveals itself, what
was supposed to be an impeccably middle-class dinner
becomes a first-class row about middle age, affairs, and
what's locked in the bureau. Russell's hilarious and
sharply observed play was first performed at the Lyric
Theatre, London in 1987.
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This role of sport in our society is constantly evolving.
This book considers sport's interaction with different
demographics, its function within society, and the
controversies surrounding the topic. It also explores the
concept of inclusion with sport, looking at issues of
gender, disability, and religion.
Written specifically for GCSE students by academics in
the field, the Methuen Drama GCSE Guides conveniently
gather indispensable resources and tips for successful
understanding and writing all in one place, preparing
students to approach their exams with confidence. Key
features include a critical commentary of the play with
extensive, clearly labelled analyses on themes,
characters and context. They take studying drama even
further with sections on dramatic technique, critical
reception, related works, fascinating behind-the-scenes
interviews with playwrights, directors or actors, and a
helpful glossary of dramatic terms. Unmatched as a
theatrical response to the First World War, R. C.
Sherriff's Journey's End focuses on the experience of
soldiers and the conditions in which they fought and died
through a socially diverse regiment of English soldiers
hiding in trenches in France. Carefully following the
requirements of GCSE English Literature assessment
objectives, these studies include expert advice on how to
write about modern drama. With featured activities for
group study and independent work, they are versatile
and valuable to students and teachers alike.
Over the past two decades, theatre practitioners across
the West have turned to documentary modes of
performance-making to confront new socio-political
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realities. The essays in this book place this work in
context, exploring historical and contemporary examples
of documentary and 'verbatim' theatre, and applying a
range of critical perspectives.
'Stags and Hens takes place in the Gents and Ladies
loos of a tacky Liverpool club, where Dave and Linda
have decided, unbeknownst to each other, to hold their
stag and hen parties . . . a bleakly funny and perceptive
study of working-class misogyny, puritanism and waste'
Guardian 'Combines comedy with acrid truth in the style
Willy Russell has made unmistakably his own ... and hits
off brilliantly the herd instinct driving both sexes onward
and bedward' Daily Telegraph 'Firmly in the centre of the
playwright's best achievements: lively, coarse, wellorganised, truthful and very funny' Financial Times
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