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An instant New York Times Bestseller A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick! "A
thrilling debut that deserves your attention." –Ron Charles, the Washington Post Written with
the haunting emotional power of Elizabeth Strout and Barbara Kingsolver, an astonishing
debut novel that explores the lingering effects of a brutal crime on the women of one small
Texas oil town in the 1970s. Mercy is hard in a place like this . . . It’s February 1976, and
Odessa, Texas, stands on the cusp of the next great oil boom. While the town’s men embrace
the coming prosperity, its women intimately know and fear the violence that always seems to
follow. In the early hours of the morning after Valentine’s Day, fourteen-year-old Gloria
Ramírez appears on the front porch of Mary Rose Whitehead’s ranch house, broken and
barely alive. The teenager had been viciously attacked in a nearby oil field—an act of brutality
that is tried in the churches and barrooms of Odessa before it can reach a court of law. When
justice is evasive, the stage is set for a showdown with potentially devastating consequences.
Valentine is a haunting exploration of the intersections of violence and race, class and region
in a story that plumbs the depths of darkness and fear, yet offers a window into beauty and
hope. Told through the alternating points of view of indelible characters who burrow deep in the
reader’s heart, this fierce, unflinching, and surprisingly tender novel illuminates women’s
strength and vulnerability, and reminds us that it is the stories we tell ourselves that keep us
alive.
The border between the United States and Mexico is a no-man’s land. Drugs, guns, and
human beings are the cargo of choice in a multi-billion dollar illegal empire dominated by
powerful cartels, murderous street gangs, and corrupt government officials. Against them stand
the Special Agents of the United States Customs Service—men and women who fight to uphold
the law and protect the U.S. on both sides of the border. Terry Kirkpatrick worked one of the
toughest jobs in America: a U.S. Customs agent on the border between Arizona and Mexico.
He’s seen it all and done more for over twenty years in a job that many officers quit before
they make it six months. These are the gritty and graphic true stories of Terry and his fellow
“Border Rats” as they patrol America’s modern badlands, where bullets are currency and
blood is taken as payment. From the inhuman conditions people suffer under to get onto
American soil, to working with blatantly crooked military leaders, to some of the most insane
and unbelievable situations ever survived, readers will experience the chaos that has engulfed
the U.S. border in the words of a man who has been there. 60 Miles of Border sheds an
unsparing light into the life of customs agents, their dealings on the border, the effect on their
daily lives—and an unsparing look at one of the most hotly debated and controversial topics in
modern America.
Based on Evan Wright's National Magazine Award-winning story in Rolling Stone, this is the
raw, firsthand account of the 2003 Iraq invasion that inspired the HBO® original mini-series.
Within hours of 9/11, America’s war on terrorism fell to those like the twenty-three Marines of
the First Recon Battalion, the first generation dispatched into open-ended combat since
Vietnam. They were a new pop-culture breed of American warrior unrecognizable to their
forebears—soldiers raised on hip hop, video games and The Real World. Cocky, brave,
headstrong, wary and mostly unprepared for the physical, emotional and moral horrors ahead,
the “First Suicide Battalion” would spearhead the blitzkrieg on Iraq, and fight against the
hardest resistance Saddam had to offer. Hailed as “one of the best books to come out of the
Iraq war”(Financial Times), Generation Kill is the funny, frightening, and profane firsthand
account of these remarkable men, of the personal toll of victory, and of the randomness,
brutality and camaraderie of a new American War.
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This is the story of the most successful cocaine dealers in the world: Pablo Escobar Gaviria,
Jorge Luis Ochoa Vasquez, Carlos Lehder Rivas and Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha. In the
1980s they controlled more than fifty percent of the cocaine flowing into the United States. The
cocaine trade is capitalism on overdrive -- supply meeting demand on exponential levels. Here
you'll find the story of how the modern cocaine business started and how it turned a rag tag
group of hippies and sociopaths into regal kings as they stumbled from small-time suitcase
smuggling to levels of unimaginable sophistication and daring. The $2 billion dollar system
eventually became so complex that it required the manipulation of world leaders, corruption of
revolutionary movements and the worst kind of violence to protect.
Drugs, disco, and debauchery: This is the wild true story of the Mutiny, the decadent hotel that
embodied Miami's cocaine-fueled heyday--and inspired the legendary film Scarface. In the
seventies, coke hit Miami like a hurricane, and no place attracted dealers and dopers like the
Mutiny. Rock stars and models flocked to the hotel's club to order bottle after bottle of Dom and
to snort lines alongside narcos, hit men, and gunrunners, while upstairs, marathon orgies
raged in the elaborate fantasy suites. But as the kilos--and bodies--began to pile up, the Mutiny
became target number one for law enforcement. Based on exclusive interviews and neverbefore-seen documents, Hotel Scarface is an extraordinary work of investigative journalism, a
portrait of a city high on excess and greed.
To what extent was Rosario “Russell” Bufalino involved in the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa
in 1975? In the CIA’s recruitment of gangsters to assassinate Fidel Castro? In organizing the
historic meeting of crime chieftains in 1957? Even in the production of The Godfather movie? A
uniquely American saga that spans six decades, The Quiet Don follows Russell Bufalino’s
remarkably quiet ascent from Sicilian immigrant to mob soldier to a man described by a United
States Senate subcommittee in 1964 as “one of the most ruthless and powerful leaders of the
Mafia in the United States.” Secretive—even reclusive—Russell Bufalino quietly built his
organized crime empire in the decades between Prohibition and the Carter presidency. His
reach extended far beyond the coal country of Scranton, Pennsylvania, and quaint Amish
farms near Lancaster. Bufalino had a hand in global, national, and local politics of the largest
American cities, many of its major industries, and controlled the powerful Teamsters Union. His
influence also reached the highest levels of Pennsylvania government and halls of Congress,
and his legacy left a culture of corruption that continues to this day. INCLUDES PHOTOS
From the bestselling authors of Black Mass comes the definitive biography of Whitey Bulger,
the most brutal and sadistic crime boss since Al Capone. Drawing on a trove of sealed files
and previously classified material, Whitey digs deep into the mind of James J. “Whitey”
Bulger, the crime boss and killer who brought the FBI to its knees. He is an American original
--a psychopath who fostered a following with a frightening mix of terror, deadly intimidation and
the deft touch of a politician who often helped a family in need meet their monthly rent. But the
history shows that despite the early false myths portraying him as a Robin Hood figure, Whitey
was a supreme narcissist, and everything--every interaction with family and his politician
brother Bill Bulger, with underworld cohorts, with law enforcement, with his South Boston
neighbors, and with his victims--was always about him. In an Irish-American neighborhood
where loyalty has always been rule one, the Bulger brand was loyalty to oneself. Whitey
deconstructs Bulger's insatiable hunger for power and control. Building on their years of
reporting and uncovering new Bulger family records, letters and prison files, Dick Lehr and
Gerard O'Neill examine and reveal the factors and forces that created the monster. It's a
deeply rendered portrait of evil that spans nearly a century, taking Whitey from the streets of
his boyhood Southie in the 1940s to his cell in Alcatraz in the 1950s to his cunning, corrupt
pact with the FBI in the 1970s and, finally, to Santa Monica, California where for fifteen years
he was hiding in plain sight as one of the FBI's Ten Most Wanted. In a lifetime of crime and
murder that ended with his arrest in June 2011, Whitey Bulger became one of the most
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powerful and deadly crime bosses of the twentieth century. This is his story.
“Tangled Up in Blue is a wonderfully insightful book that provides a lens to critically analyze
urban policing and a road map for how our most dispossessed citizens may better relate to
those sworn to protect and serve.” —The Washington Post “Remarkable . . . Brooks has
produced an engaging page-turner that also outlines many broadly applicable lessons and
sensible policy reforms.” —Foreign Affairs Journalist and law professor Rosa Brooks goes
beyond the "blue wall of silence" in this radical inside examination of American policing In her
forties, with two children, a spouse, a dog, a mortgage, and a full-time job as a tenured law
professor at Georgetown University, Rosa Brooks decided to become a cop. A liberal
academic and journalist with an enduring interest in law's troubled relationship with violence,
Brooks wanted the kind of insider experience that would help her understand how police
officers make sense of their world—and whether that world can be changed. In 2015, against
the advice of everyone she knew, she applied to become a sworn, armed reserve police officer
with the Washington, DC, Metropolitan Police Department. Then as now, police violence was
constantly in the news. The Black Lives Matter movement was gaining momentum, protests
wracked America's cities, and each day brought more stories of cruel, corrupt cops, police
violence, and the racial disparities that mar our criminal justice system. Lines were being
drawn, and people were taking sides. But as Brooks made her way through the police
academy and began work as a patrol officer in the poorest, most crime-ridden neighborhoods
of the nation's capital, she found a reality far more complex than the headlines suggested. In
Tangled Up in Blue, Brooks recounts her experiences inside the usually closed world of
policing. From street shootings and domestic violence calls to the behind-the-scenes police
work during Donald Trump's 2016 presidential inauguration, Brooks presents a revelatory
account of what it's like inside the "blue wall of silence." She issues an urgent call for new laws
and institutions, and argues that in a nation increasingly divided by race, class, ethnicity,
geography, and ideology, a truly transformative approach to policing requires us to move
beyond sound bites, slogans, and stereotypes. An explosive and groundbreaking investigation,
Tangled Up in Blue complicates matters rather than simplifies them, and gives pause both to
those who think police can do no wrong—and those who think they can do no right.
This hilarious middle-grade novel with illustrations throughout sees Tomas discover that he can
grow dragons in his own garden! When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom of his
grandfather's garden, he doesn't think much of it. But he takes the funny fruit from the tree
back into the house and gets the shock of his life when a tiny dragon hatches! The tree is a
dragon fruit tree, and Tomas now has his very own dragon, Flicker! While Tomas finds out that
life with Flicker is fun, he also finds that it is very...unpredictable. Yes, dragons are wonderful,
but they also set fire to your toothbrush and leave your underwear hanging from the TV
antenna. Tomas has to learn how to look after Flicker---and quickly! And then something
extraordinary happens: More dragon fruits appear on the tree! Now it's official, Tomas is
growing dragons.
The #1 New York Times bestselling autobiography of the guitarist, songwriter, singer, and
founding member of the Rolling Stones. Ladies and gentlemen: Keith Richards. With The
Rolling Stones, Keith Richards created the songs that roused the world, and he lived the
original rock and roll life. Now, at last, the man himself tells his story of life in the crossfire
hurricane. Listening obsessively to Chuck Berry and Muddy Waters records, learning guitar
and forming a band with Mick Jagger and Brian Jones. The Rolling Stones's first fame and the
notorious drug busts that led to his enduring image as an outlaw folk hero. Creating immortal
riffs like the ones in "Jumping Jack Flash" and "Honky Tonk Women." His relationship with
Anita Pallenberg and the death of Brian Jones. Tax exile in France, wildfire tours of the U.S.,
isolation and addiction. Falling in love with Patti Hansen. Estrangement from Jagger and
subsequent reconciliation. Marriage, family, solo albums and Xpensive Winos, and the road
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that goes on forever. With his trademark disarming honesty, Keith Richard brings us the story
of a life we have all longed to know more of, unfettered, fearless, and true.
This chronicle of daily life at the US Military Academy is “a fascinating, funny and
tremendously well written account of life on the Long Gray Line” (Time). In 1998, West Point
made an unprecedented offer to Rolling Stone writer David Lipsky: Stay at the Academy as
long as you like, go wherever you wish, talk to whomever you want, to discover why some of
America’s most promising young people sacrifice so much to become cadets. Lipsky followed
one cadet class into mess halls, barracks, classrooms, bars, and training exercises, from
arrival through graduation. By telling their stories, he also examines the Academy as a
reflection of our society: Are its principles of equality, patriotism, and honor quaint
anachronisms or is it still, as Theodore Roosevelt called it, the most “absolutely American”
institution? During an eventful four years in West Point’s history, Lipsky witnesses the arrival
of TVs and phones in dorm rooms, the end of hazing, and innumerable other shifts in policy
and practice. He uncovers previously unreported scandals and poignantly evokes the
aftermath of September 11, when cadets must prepare to become officers in wartime. Lipsky
also meets some extraordinary people: a former Eagle Scout who struggles with every facet of
the program, from classwork to marching; a foul-mouthed party animal who hates the military
and came to West Point to play football; a farm-raised kid who seems to be the perfect soldier,
despite his affection for the early work of Georgia O’Keeffe; and an exquisitely turned-out
female cadet who aspires to “a career in hair and nails” after the Army. The result is, in the
words of David Brooks in the New York Times Book Review, “a superb description of modern
military culture, and one of the most gripping accounts of university life I have read. . . . How
teenagers get turned into leaders is not a simple story, but it is wonderfully told in this book.”
Dominick Dunne's mesmerizing tales of justice denied and justice affirmed. For more than two
decades, Vanity Fair published Dominick Dunne’s brilliant, revelatory chronicles of the most
famous crimes, trials, and punishments of our time. Whether writing of Claus von Bülow’s
romp through two trials; the Los Angeles media frenzy surrounding O.J. Simpson; the death by
fire of multibillionaire banker Edmond Safra; or the Greenwich, Connecticut, murder of Martha
Moxley and the indictment—decades later—of Michael Skakel, Dominick Dunne tells it honestly
and tells it from his unique perspective. His search for the truth is relentless.
Fascinating true story.Largest marijuana smugglingoperation in U.S. history and subsequently
the largest forfeiture of attachable assets(RICO).Cowboys smuggling via shrimpboats and vast
horse ranches.Timeless,American classic.''L.A.TIMES.
The million-copy New York Times bestseller from the Fox News anchor who’s brought new
excitement–and massive amounts of populist common sense and rock-solid honesty–to
television news. Now four seasons strong, Bill O’Reilly’s nightly cable news program, “The
O’Reilly Factor,” is one of the hottest shows on the air. In book form, The O’Reilly Factor has
sold over a million copies and spent fourteen weeks at the top of the New York Times
bestseller list. Obviously, Bill O'Reilly has made his mark. His blunt, ironic, no-holds-barred
style has earned him a devoted audience–friends and foes alike–who send him five thousand
letters every week. And with the wit and intelligence that have made him one of the most talkedabout stars in both television and publishing, O’Reilly continues to identify what’s right,
what’s wrong, and what’s absurd in the political, social, economic, and cultural life of America.
A personal account of the Medellin cocaine cartel and its U.S. operations is offered by an
American insider who, from 1978 to 1985, was the Columbian cartel's "Miami connection"
Roger Reave's grew up a poor farm boy in Georgia and went from making 'Moon Shine' to
becoming one of the most prolific smugglers of the 20th century. He covered six continents,
transporting twenty ton ship loads of hash, tons of cocaine, and completed more than one
hundred sorties across the U.S border with plane loads of marijuana. His friends and
associates spanned the globe. From Medellin Cartel kingpins Jorge Ochoa and Pablo Escobar;
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to "Mr Nice" Howard Marks, and the infamous Barry Seal who was Rogers close friend and
employee. He escaped from prison on five seperate occasions; was shot down in both Mexico
and Colombia, and tortured almost to death in a Mexican prison. Yet, there is a sparkle in his
eye and a smile on his face as he tells of these adventures.And you've probably never heard of
him...Till now...

Reading like a riveting true crime thriller, The Cocaine Wars moves from the
jungles of South America where coca leaves are grown to the streets of America
where the white powder is sold. The inside story of how the powerful cocaine
business has become America's number one problem.
The son of Roy DeMeo, the head of the Gambino crime family's squad of killers
and thieves, describes coming of age in the world of organized crime, the murder
of his father when he was seventeen, his love for his father despite his criminal
career, and his determination to escape his father's doomed and dangerous life.
Reprint.
Presents a portrait of the first female cabinet member and one of the most
influential women of the twentieth century, whose efforts to improve the lives of
America's working people resulted in such initiatives as unemployment insurance
and Social Security.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “If you’re a fan like I am this is
definitely the book for you.” —Pete Davidson, actor, producer, and cast member
on Saturday Night Live “Danny’s incredible life story shows that even though we
may fall down at some point in our lives, it’s what we do when we stand back up
that really counts.” —Robert Rodriguez, creator of Spy Kids, Desperado, and
Machete Discover the full, fascinating, and inspirational true story of Danny
Trejo’s journey from crime, prison, addiction, and loss—it’s “enough to make you
believe in the possibility of a Hollywood ending” (The New York Times Book
Review). On screen, Danny Trejo the actor is a baddie who has been killed at
least a hundred times. He’s been shot, stabbed, hanged, chopped up, squished
by an elevator, and once, was even melted into a bloody goo. Off screen, he’s a
hero beloved by recovery communities and obsessed fans alike. But the real
Danny Trejo is much more complicated than the legend. Raised in an abusive
home, Danny struggled with heroin addiction and stints in some of the country’s
most notorious state prisons—including San Quentin and Folsom—from an early
age, before starring in such modern classics as Heat, From Dusk till Dawn, and
Machete. Now, in this funny, painful, and suspenseful memoir, Danny takes us
through the incredible ups and downs of his life, including meeting one of the
world’s most notorious serial killers in prison and working with legends like
Charles Bronson and Robert De Niro. An honest, unflinching, and “inspirational
study in the definition of character” (Kevin Smith, director and actor), Trejo
reveals how he managed the horrors of prison, rebuilt himself after finding
sobriety and spirituality in solitary confinement, and draws inspiration from the
adrenaline-fueled robbing heists of his past for the film roles that made him a
household name. He also shares the painful contradictions in his personal life.
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Although he speaks everywhere from prison yards to NPR about his past to
inspire countless others on their own road to recovery and redemption, he
struggles to help his children with their personal battles with addiction, and to
build relationships that last. Redemptive and painful, poignant and real, Trejo is a
portrait of a magnificent life and an unforgettable and exceptional journey.
The celebrated chief executive officer of Chrysler Corporation offers a
straightforward account of his career at Ford, of the recent resurgence of
Chrysler, and of what is wrong and right with American business
A vain man of good looks but no family ties to the Mob, Vincent “Vinny
Gorgeous” Basciano worked his way up to acting boss of the Bonanno crime
family, becoming its leader when official boss Joseph Massino went to prison in
2003. When the Mafia was crawling with secret operatives and informants caving
to government pressure to flip, Basciano steadfastly obeyed the code of La Cosa
Nostra. “I got faith in one guy,” he said during a secretly taped meeting. That
man was Massino, head of the Bonanno borgata. But for all his loyalty, Basciano
was still a hot-headed, cold-blooded killer, which ultimately led to his arrest and
downfall. Then in a remarkable betrayal that rocked the Five Families to their
foundations, Massino secretly cooperated with the FBI—the first head boss ever to
roll over. As a result, Basciano faced the death penalty, but a federal jury,
disturbed by the prosecution’s use of deadly criminal informants, reached a
surprising verdict. Here from veteran crime author Anthony M. DeStefano comes
the riveting story of the last true believer in the Mob’s cult of brotherhood and his
betrayal at the hands of the only man he ever trusted.
In this astounding account, Wall Street’s notorious bad boy—the original milliondollar-a-week stock chopper—leads us through a drama worthy of The Sopranos,
from the FBI raid on his estate to the deal he cut to rat out his oldest friends and
colleagues to the conscience he eventually found. With his kingdom in ruin, not to
mention his marriage, the Wolf faced his greatest challenge yet: how to navigate
a gauntlet of judges and lawyers, hold on to his kids and his enraged model wife,
and possibly salvage his self-respect. It wasn’t going to be easy. In fact, for a
man with an unprecedented appetite for excess, it was going to be hell. But the
man at the center of one of the most shocking scandals in financial history soon
sees the light of what matters most: his sobriety, and his future as a father and a
man.
Meet Chris Heifner, overachieving drug runner for a Mexican marijuana cartel.
But he wasn’t always. This one-time econ student from Texas—broke, deep in
debt, and facing eviction with a growing family to support—yielded to the
temptation that he had resisted countless times before and went to work for his
best friend from college, Jake Andes. But it wasn’t exactly a Career Day kind of
job. Andes was a big-time dealer, captaining a $25-million-a-year empire. Heifner
became a mule, running multi-hundred-pound loads from Juárez around the
country. After digging himself out of his financial hole, Heifner contemplated
going clean. But the money and the lifestyle had hooked him, so he kept moving
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loads. He was so good that Andes was grooming him to become his second-incommand. And then Heifner got busted with $300,000 worth of dope in a rental
car, and his world came crashing down. After bailing out of jail, Heifner went
home for a much-needed shower. He emerged to find Andes and a hit man hired
to kill him and his family should he decide to narc. Heifner realized that he had
only one option: to flip and become an informant for the DEA. That’s when life
got really dangerous.
American Desperado is possibly the most jaw-dropping, event-filled, adrenaline-soaked
criminal autobiography ever written. Like a real-life Scarface Jon was born into the
upper levels of the Gambino crime family and witnessed his first murder at age seven.
He became a one-man juvenile crime wave before joining an assassination squad in
Vietnam.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. The unbelievable true story of the man who built a
billion-dollar online drug empire from his bedroom—and almost got away with it In 2011,
a twenty-six-year-old libertarian programmer named Ross Ulbricht launched the
ultimate free market: the Silk Road, a clandestine Web site hosted on the Dark Web
where anyone could trade anything—drugs, hacking software, forged passports,
counterfeit cash, poisons—free of the government’s watchful eye. It wasn’t long before
the media got wind of the new Web site where anyone—not just teenagers and weed
dealers but terrorists and black hat hackers—could buy and sell contraband detectionfree. Spurred by a public outcry, the federal government launched an epic two-year
manhunt for the site’s elusive proprietor, with no leads, no witnesses, and no clear
jurisdiction. All the investigators knew was that whoever was running the site called
himself the Dread Pirate Roberts. The Silk Road quickly ballooned into $1.2 billion
enterprise, and Ross embraced his new role as kingpin. He enlisted a loyal crew of
allies in high and low places, all as addicted to the danger and thrill of running an illegal
marketplace as their customers were to the heroin they sold. Through his network he
got wind of the target on his back and took drastic steps to protect himself—including
ordering a hit on a former employee. As Ross made plans to disappear forever, the
Feds raced against the clock to catch a man they weren’t sure even existed, searching
for a needle in the haystack of the global Internet. Drawing on exclusive access to key
players and two billion digital words and images Ross left behind, Vanity Fair
correspondent and New York Times bestselling author Nick Bilton offers a tale filled
with twists and turns, lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It’s a story of the boy
next door’s ambition gone criminal, spurred on by the clash between the new world of
libertarian-leaning, anonymous, decentralized Web advocates and the old world of
government control, order, and the rule of law. Filled with unforgettable characters and
capped by an astonishing climax, American Kingpin might be dismissed as too
outrageous for fiction. But it’s all too real.
A brave mouse, a covetous rat, a wishful serving girl, and a princess named Pea come
together in Kate DiCamillo's Newbery Medal–winning tale. Welcome to the story of
Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a princess named
Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and covets a
world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who
harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark on a
journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and,
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ultimately, into each other's lives. What happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would say:
Reader, it is your destiny to find out. With black-and-white illustrations and a refreshed
cover by Timothy Basil Ering.
Hollywood Godfather is Gianni Russo's over-the-top memoir of a real-life mobsterturned-actor who helped make The Godfather a reality, and his story of life on the edge
between danger and glamour. Gianni Russo was a handsome 25-year-old mobster with
no acting experience when he walked onto the set of The Godfather and entered
Hollywood history. He played Carlo Rizzi, the husband of Connie Corleone, who set her
brother Sonny—played by James Caan—up for a hit. Russo didn't have to act—he knew
the mob inside and out: from his childhood in Little Italy, where Mafia legend Frank
Costello took him under his wing, to acting as a messenger for New Orleans mob boss
Carlos Marcello during the Kennedy assassination, to having to go on the lam after
shooting and killing a member of the Colombian drug cartel in his Vegas club. Along the
way, Russo befriended Frank Sinatra, who became his son's godfather, and Marlon
Brando, who mentored his career as an actor after trying to get Francis Ford Coppola to
fire him from The Godfather. Russo had passionate affairs with Marilyn Monroe, Liza
Minelli, and scores of other celebrities. He went on to become a producer and starred in
The Godfather: Parts I and II, Seabiscuit, Any Given Sunday and Rush Hour 2, among
many other films. Hollywood Godfather is a no-holds-barred account of a life filled with
violence, glamour, sex—and fun.
A mafia insider and former head smuggler for the Medellin cartel describes his violent
relationships with criminal powers, his alliance with the U.S. government, and his role in
reshaping the nation's war on drugs.
'The best crime book since Wiseguy? - Rich CohenA real-life Scarface, Jon was born
into the Gambino Mafia family and witnessed his first murder aged seven. He joined a
US Army assassination squad in Vietnam to escape a teen criminal charge, then fled
New York to reinvent himself in Miami as the number one supplier of cocaine in the US.
With a crazed bodyguard always at his side, and a fortress protected by mortars, teargas cannons, and a gold-fanged attack dog, Roberts was brutally effective at what he
did. With a cast that includes everyone from Jimi Hendrix and OJ Simpson to the CIA
and General Noriega, American Desperado is a hedonistic, adrenaline-soaked joyride
through the world of Escobar and the cartels, told by one of most successful criminals
of all time.
Read Evan Wright's posts on the Penguin Blog. The New York Times bestselling author
of Generation Kill immerses himself in even more cultures on the edge. Evan Wright's
affinity for outsiders has inspired this deeply personal journey through what he calls
"the lost tribes of America." A collection of previously published pieces, Hella Nation
delivers provocative accounts of sex workers in Porn Valley, a Hollywood über-agentturned-war documentarian and hero of America's far right, runaway teens earning
corporate dollars as skateboard pitchmen, radical anarchists plotting the overthrow of
corporate America, and young American troops on the hunt for terrorists in the combat
zones of the Middle East
Presents an inside account of the deaths of Jimmy Hoffa and JFK and the FBI plot to
murder Castro, by a mob-affiliated attorney who spent fifteen years as one of Hoffa's
personal lawyers.
A notorious drug kingpin reigning over Los Angeles, California and operating across numerous
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other states, Rick was sentenced to life imprisonment in 1996. But following the discovery his
drug source was linked to the CIA and he had been used as a pawn in the Iran-Contra
scandal, he received a reduced sentence.
A New York Times Book Review Favorite Read of 2016 “Despair is always described as dull,”
writes Daphne Merkin, “when the truth is that despair has a light all its own, a lunar glow, the
color of mottled silver.” This Close to Happy—Merkin’s rare, vividly personal account of what it
feels like to suffer from clinical depression—captures this strange light. Daphne Merkin has
been hospitalized three times: first, in grade school, for childhood depression; years later, after
her daughter was born, for severe postpartum depression; and later still, after her mother died,
for obsessive suicidal thinking. Recounting this series of hospitalizations, as well as her visits
to myriad therapists and psychopharmacologists, Merkin fearlessly offers what the child
psychiatrist Harold Koplewicz calls “the inside view of navigating a chronic psychiatric illness
to a realistic outcome.” The arc of Merkin’s affliction is lifelong, beginning in a childhood
largely bereft of love and stretching into the present, where Merkin lives a high-functioning life
and her depression is manageable, if not “cured.” “The opposite of depression,” she writes
with characteristic insight, “is not a state of unimaginable happiness . . . but a state of relative
all-right-ness.” In this dark yet vital memoir, Merkin describes not only the harrowing sorrow
that she has known all her life, but also her early, redemptive love of reading and gradual
emergence as a writer. Written with an acute understanding of the ways in which her condition
has evolved as well as affected those around her, This Close to Happy is an utterly candid
coming-to-terms with an illness that many share but few talk about, one that remains shrouded
in stigma. In the words of the distinguished psychologist Carol Gilligan, “It brings a stunningly
perceptive voice into the forefront of the conversation about depression, one that is both
reassuring and revelatory.”
For over a year, Railroad Bill eluded sheriffs, private detectives hired by the L&N line, and
bounty hunters who traveled across the country to match guns with the legendary desperado.
The African American outlaw was wanted on multiple charges of robbery and murder, and
rumor had it that he stole from the rich to give to the poor. He terrorized busy train lines from
east of Mobile to the Florida Panhandle, but as soon as the lawmen got close, he disappeared
into the bayous and pine forests--until one day his luck ran out, and he was gunned down
inside a general store in Atmore, Alabama. Litt.
It was a time when anything seemed possible–instant wealth, glittering fame, fabulous
luxury–and for a run of magical weeks in the spring and summer of 1920, Charles Ponzi made
it all come true. Promising to double investors’ money in three months, the dapper, charming
Ponzi raised the “rob Peter to pay Paul” scam to an art form. At the peak of his success, Ponzi
was raking in more than $2 million a week at his office in downtown Boston. Then his house of
cards came crashing down–thanks in large part to the relentless investigative reporting of
Richard Grozier’s Boston Post. A classic American tale of immigrant life and the dream of
success, Ponzi’s Scheme is the amazing story of the magnetic scoundrel who launched the
most successful scheme of financial alchemy in modern history.
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